NORTH  MISSION  ASSOCIATION  3004  16th  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO  CALIFORNIA  94103 
Tel:  141 5)626  2882 
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ARMORY  SOLD 


Brian  Doohan 


The  Armory  at  Mission  and  Fourteenth  Streets  was  sold 
at  auction  Wednesday,  June  25,  by  the  State  of  California 
over  the  strenuous  objections  of  several  Mission  groups. 

The  new  owners  of  the  property  are  Sanford  Goldeen 
(associated  with  the  conversion  of  a residential  hotel  in 
the  Haight  to  more  profitable  tourist  use)  and  Ronaldo  Cian- 
ciarulo  (a  frequent  associate  of  office  developer  Alexander 
Mai  sin  and  owner  of  a number  of  properties  adjoining  the 
proposed  7th  and  Townsend  Street  stadium)  who  entered  a bid 
of  $2.95  million.  The  State  now  has  sixty  days  in  which  to 
check  their  credit  and  decide  whether  to  accept  their  bid. 

Runner-up,  as  he  was  in  a 1982  auction,  was  film 
producer  E.  Gregg  Snazelle  who  expressed  an  intent  to  use 
the  facility  as  a sound-stage  and  studios. 

Goldeen  and  Cianciarulo  declined  to  Garment  on  what 
they  intend  to  do  with  the  structure. 

The  auction  took  place  after  efforts  by  the  Mission 
Carmunity  Coalition...  an  umbrella  organization  of  such 
local  groups  as  the  North  Mission  Association,  Mission 
Hiring  Hall  (MHH ) , Mission  Housing  & Developent  Corp. 
(MHDC) , Mission  Economic  Development  Association  (MEDA), 
Caritas  and  the  Mission  Cultural  Center...  to  postpone  the 
sale  fell  through  at  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  With  a 
unanimous  vote  needed  to  pass  Supv.  Harry  Britt's  request  cn 
to  the  state,  the  measure  was  vetoed  by  Supv.  Quentin  Kopp. 

FCRT  FQQLE  FAX 

As  described  in  a North  Mission  News  Camaval  extra 
edition,  the  Armory  was  constructed  in  1914  and  used  by  the 
National  Guard  until  its  decommission  in  1976.  A task  force 
under  the  direction  of  John  Sanger  (later  Richard  Deringer's 
attorney)  identified  a number  of  prospective  uses  and 
recommended  its  purchase  for  nonprofit  ccmmunity  organiza- 
tions. Territorial  disputes  motivated  the  City  to  abandon 
this  effort,  allowing  the  State  to  conduct  Auction  I. 

Oi  September  9,  1982,  George  I.  Benny  put  in  a winning 
hid  of  $2,025,000,  edging  out  Snazelle.  Six  days  later  he 
went  bankrupt  and,  cn  November  15,  Benny  was  arrested  (and 
later  convicted)  of  real-estate  fraud,  leaving  behind  a 
lawyer's  wet-dream  of  confusion. 

The  Armory  remained  largely  vacant,  used  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Opera  to  store  surplus  scenery  and  by  the  Police 
Athletic  League  for  amateur  boxing  events.  A few  weeks  ago, 
litigation  came  to  an  end  and  the  State  of  California,  still 
burning  from  the  Benny  fiasco,  threw  it  up  for  auction  like 
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MISSION  POET 
BANNED  BY  STATE  DEPT. 

Luke  Hone 8 

A reading  by  Mission  Dis- 
trict poet/activist  Roberto 
Vargas,  which  was  scheduled 
as  part  of  the  Press  Club 
Poetry  Series,  has  been 
cancelled,  in  effect,  by  the 
United  States  government. 

Vargas  could  not  attend 
because  of  restrictions 
placed  upon  him  by  the  State 
Department.  As  a diplomat 
representing  Nicaragua  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  Vargas 
must  submit  an  itinerary  for 
State  Department  approval  15 
days  in  advance  if  he  wishes 
to  travel  to  San  Francisco, 
his  hometown. 

Reached  at  his  home  in 
Washington,  Vargas  said  of 
restrict  ions  * "They  want  us  to  recognize  their  authoriza- 
tion'. Once  you  do  that  then,  politically,  you've  already 
recognized  that  it's  correct.  We  don't  believe  it's 
correct." 

The  government  action  does  not  surprise  him,  but  his 
exile  from  the  Bay  Area  personally  saddens  Roberto  Vargas. 

"My  dughter  is  still  there  (in  San  Francisco).  My 
grandchildren  are  there.  My  family  and  I were  going  to 
drive  through  and  say  goodbye  to  our  friends.  We  are  moving 
to  Nicaragua  indefinitely.  That  had  a tremendous  impact  on 
us  when  they  said  we  couldn't  go  to  the  Bay  Area." 

The  restrictions,  outlined  in  a State  Department  letter 
dated  May  23,  apply  to  all  Nicaraguan  diplomats  who  want  to 
travel  to  San  Francisco  and  nine  surrounding  counties  or  Los 
Angeles  and  seven  surrounding  counties.  Greg  Lagana,  a 
State  Department  official  in  Washington,  stated  that  the 
action  was  taken  in  response  to  a Nicaraguan  policy  limiting 
U.S.  travel  to  the  coast  towns  of  Bluefields  and  Puerto 
Cabezas.  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles  were  chosen  because 
they  also  are  coast  towns,  and  are  considered  comparable  by 
the  State  Department . This  is,  as  Vargas  puts  it,  "the  law 
of  reciprocity."  See  page  5 
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North  Mission  MEETING 

MUNI  TOONS 

MUNI  service  in  the  Mission  was  the  main  topic  dis- 
cussed at  the  June  meeting  of  the  North  Mission  Association. 
Representatives  from  MUNI  and  City  Planning  were  present  to 
answer  questions  and  complaints  and  discuss  possible 
solutions.  Most  of  the  discussion  centered  on  the  14  Mission 
and  26  Valencia  bus  lines.  Don  Cameron  from  MUNI  operations 
seemed  surprised  when  several  residents  complained  about  the 
26  line.  The  two  complaints  about  the  26  were  the  lack  of 
evening  and  weekend  service  and  the  rundown  buses  that  MUNI 
uses  for  the  26.  Mr.  Cameron  promised  to  investigate  the 

matter.  , 

No  one  at  the  meeting  had  easy  answers  for  MUNI  s 

Mission  Street  problems*  the  bunching  of  buses,  overcrowding 
and  slow  travel  time.  Neighborhood  residents  suggested 
several  ways  to  improve  service.  One  proposal  was  to  bring 
back  the  shoppers'  shuttle,  a bus  that  would  run  from  14th 
to  Army  Streets.  Another  idea  was  to  use  articulated  buses 
on  Mission  Street  (the  double  accordian  style  vehicles  used 
in  other  parts  of  the  city). 

Mr.  Cameron  and  MUNI  planner  Luther  Freeman  stated  that 
these  changes  would  not  solve  the  problems  of  traffic  be- 
tween 16th  and  24th  Street.  Addressing  the  problem  of 
Mission  St.  gridlock,  City  Planner  Jerry  Robbins  suggested: 

1)  enforcement  of  parking  regulations  (no  parking  in  bus 
zones  and  no  double  parking) 

2)  prohibiting  left  turns  off  of  Mission  Street 

3)  changing  the  location  of  bus  stops  from  every  block  to 
every  other  block 

4)  using  diesel  style  buses  with  less  seats  as  a way  to 
ease  overcrowding. 

The  audience  was  enthusiastic  about  parking  enforcement 
but  gave  a chilly  reception  to  the  idea  of  less  bus  stops. 

"We  have  a lot  of  elderly  and  handicapped  people  in  the 
Mission;  it  is  a hardship  to  ask  them  to  walk  that  extra 
block,"  said  one  MUNI  rider.  One  way  for  MUNI  to  increa 
speed  would  be  to  increase  the  number  of  14  Limited  buses 

Other  points  of  discussion  brought  up  were  the  jerki 
ness  of  the  buses,  the  refusal  of  passengers  to  move  back 
and  move  over,  and  the  new  transfer  policy.  MUNI  spokesmen^ 
defended  the  drivers,  stating  that  the  jerkiness  of  the^ 
buses  was  due  to  the  design  of  the  power  system  and  not,, 
driver  inexperience.  On  the  transfer  policy,  Mr.  Cameron  / ^ 
said  it  was  causing  less  delay  .than  expected.  He„  m. 
acknowledged  that  the  transfers  themselves  were  flimsy  and^ 
promised  a sturdier  transfer  when  the  next  printing  is  done. 
Underlying  the  whole  discussion  on  MUNI  was  the  realization; 
that  funding  from  the  state  and  federal  government  is 
inadequate. 

In  other  local  news,  Burger  King  has  withdrawn  their ^ 
application  for  a franchise  at  18th  and  Mission.  . 

The  Planning  Conmission  initially  rejected  the  fast| 
food  restaurant  at  their  May  22  meeting.  The  North  Mission 
Association,  the  Mission  Conmunity  Coalition  and  countless^ 
individuals  urged  the  Commission  to  turn  thumbs  down  on  yet 
another  national  fast  food  outlet,  stating  that  the  13,000f.f_ 
square  foot  site  (the  old  Doggie  Diner)  was  better  suited  ^ 
for  housing.  Conmunity  residents  also  opposed  the  Burger  jj1 
King  on  the  grounds  that  it  would  hurt  existing  Mission/ 
restaurants,  and  would  impact  traffic  on  18th  and  Mission 
Streets.  The  rejection  marked  the  first  time  the  Commision1.* 
has  turned  down  fast  food  on  Mission  Street. 

The  18th  and  Mission  lot  has  been  a concern  to  j 
neighbors  in  recent  years  as  drug  dealing  and  rowdiness 
impacted  the  narrow  residential  streets  around  the  lot. 
Recently  the  owner  put  up  a barbed  wire  fence  which  has  been 
successful  in  keeping  people  out  of  the  lot. 


2118Missia\  & IT^streets 
S4N  huNcisco  ca.94110 
TtlEphoNE  415  "552  4595 

Sending  Breakfast,  Lunch  & Supper 
Espressos.  Desserts,  Beer  and  Wine 

Monday— Friday  8a.m. -11  p.m. 

Saturday  9 a.m.—  11p.m.  Sunday  10  — 9 
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mental  health  shelter  planned 

Dr.  Wayne  Clark  and  George  Peterson  of  the  S.F.  Dept, 
of  Public  Health  attended  June's  meeting  of  the  North' 
Mission  Association  to  report  on  plans  for  a community 
mental  health  probram  planned  for  35  Woodward  Avenue 

(between  14th  Street  and  Duboce). 

The  program  they  described  would  provide  permanent 
housing  for  58  mental  health  clients  who  have  spent  at  least 
six  months  in  24  hour  treatment  facilities  such  as  halfway 
houses.  The  project  would  provide  counseling  and  job 
training  programs  to  assist  participation  in  the  process  of 
independent  living. 

Currently  the  Woodward  Gardens  Project,  as  it  is 
called,  is  in  the  lease  negotiation  stages  between  the 
building's  owner,  Mission  Housing  Development  Corp. , and  the 
Dept,  of  Public  Health.  Clark  and  Peterson  will  also  be 
meeting  with  residents  of  Woodward  Avenue  to  hear  community 
concerns.  After  these  initial  stages,  an  extensive  public 
review  process  will  determine  whether  Woodward  Gardens 
becomes  reality.  This  issue  will,  naturally,  be  the  subject 
of  future  NMA  meetings. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  North  Mission 
Association  will  be  on  Tuesday,  July  29. 


QuanYin 
Acupuncture 
& Herb  Center 

of  San  Francisco 

A community-oriented  healing  center  offering 
Acupuncture,  Chinese  Herbs,  Shiatsu  massage, 
and  Classical  Homeopathy  in  a supportive, 
environment.  Sliding  fee  scale. 

M-W-F  9a.m.— 7p.m. 

T~Th  9a.m.  — 10  p.m. 

Sat.  9:30  am.  - 2:  30  p.m. 


513  Valencia  at  16th  861-1101 


OPEN  8 AM  TO  10PM...  7 DAYS  A WEEK! 
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7 DAYS  A WEEK!  NO  RAINCHECKS  PLEASE. 
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NEW  COFFEE  Section 

Whole  Beans 

FRENCH  ROAST  5.79  lb 
VIENNA  ROAST  5.991b 
MOCHA  JAVA  6.99  lb 
SUMATRA  5.99  lb 
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The  Mission  Cultural  Center  would  like  to  thank  the  following  foundations  and  corporations  for  their 
generous  contributions  and  support  to  our  program  during  fiscal  year  1985-86. 

Friends  of  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
The  Eye-Gallery 
S.F.  Hotel  Tax  Fund 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
California  Arts  Council 
Neighborhood  Arts  Consortium 
Pacific  Gas  & Electric  Co. 

S.F.  Foundation 

S.F.  Recreation  and  Park  (Mission  Recreation  Center) 

Nelson  Screen  Printing 
Zellerbach  Family  Fund 
Friends  of  the  Arts 
The  Eye  Gallery 
Centro  Chicano  de  Esc  mores 
Cine  Accidn 

2451  Harrison  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA.  94110-3214  (Between  20ih  & 21st  street) 
Center  821-1 155  . Mission  Griflca  821-0119 


Vargas 


the  situation  in  Nicaragua.  I would  like  to  be  mayor  of  our 
extended  village.  San  Francisco,  and  especially  the  Mission, 
is  my  extended  village." 

Of  Nicaragua  he  says*  "It's  an  extension  of  the  Mission 
down  there  now.  A lot  of  the  people  who  were  in  the  Mission 
are  down  there  working  with  us." 

Roberto  Vargas  seems  to  have  always  connected  San 
Francisco  with  Nicaragua.  Bob  Hernandez  said  that  in  the 
1970s,  then- Mayor  Alioto  gave  a visiting  Anastasio  Somoza 
the  key  to  the  city.  At  that  time,  Roberto  Vargas  swore 
that  he  would  see  a representative  of  a new  Nicaragua 
receive  the  same  honor.  Vargas  felt  a sense  of  pride  when 
Mayor  Diane  Feinstein  awarded  a key  to  the  new  government's 
mayor  of  Managua. 

Philip  Hackett,  the  organizer  of  the  "Poetry  at  the  San 
Francisco  Press  Club"  series,  says  of  Vargas,  "His  clear  and 
strong  voice  cries  out  poetically  against  political 
oppression  and  represents  one  of  poetry's  most  effective 
uses."  When  he  first  invited  Vargas  to  read  in  the  series, 
there  were  no  indications  that  political  pressure  would  stop 
the  event.  Expecting  a large  response  for  the  popular  poet, 
Hackett  had  sought  funding  from  RESIST  and  had  invested  some 
of  his  own  money  in  publicity. 

In  a letter  dated  May  8,  two  weeks  before  the  State 
Department  action,  Philip  Hackett  wrote  of  Roberto  Vargas' 
participation  in  his  series:  "The  stage,  the  lecturn  and  the 
mike  all  ocnsist  of  a Ifree-zone'  where  the  poet  projects 
the  message  to  the  listeners.  There  is  no  censorship." 

On  June  20,  1986,  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  devoted 
half  of  a page  to  a visit  by  Fernando  Chamorro,  who  claims 
to  lead  3,000  Contra  rebels.  Speaking  from  a restaurant  in 
the  Mission  District,  Chamorro  said  that  with  100  million 
dollars,  the  Sandinista  government  would  fall  within  a year. 

That  same  night  in  Washington,  Roberto  Vargas,  poet 
from  the  Mission  District,  was  preparing  for  his  transfer  to 
the  Foreign  Ministry  in  Managua.  His  opportunity  to  speak 
to  the  people  of  San  Francisco  will  have  to  wait. 

In  a related  story,  Bob  Hernandez  said  that  planning 
for  the  Mission  District  celebration  of  Nicaragua's  Indepen- 
dence Day  is  under  way.  On  July  19,  participants  will 
assemble  at  La  Raza  Park  on  Potrero  and  25th  Street  at  11 
AM.  At  12  noon,  the  parade  will  travel  a route  down  24th 
Street  to  Mission  Street,  down  Mission  Street  to  18th 
Street,  and  down  18th  Street  to  Dolores  Park.  This 
celebration  commemorates  the  events  of  1979,  and  it  also  is 
a thank  you  to  the  people  of  the  Bay  Area  who  have  been 
supportive  of  Nicaragua. 

CAFE  LA  BOHEME 

on  24th  St  at  Mission 


Most  observers  are  skeptical  about  the  State  Depart- 
ment's motives.  Researchers  at  the  Nicaraguan  Information 
Center  in  Berkeley  noted  that  Bluefields  and  Puerto  Cabezas 
are  on  Nicaragua's  Atlantic  Coast,  an  area  of  Contra  activ- 
ity that  the  Nicaraguan  government  considers  a war  zone. 

Bob  Hernandez  of  the  Casa  de  Cultura  Nicaraguense 
agrees,  adding  that  Nicaraguan  diplomats  would  not  visit  San 
Francisco  to  promote  Insurgency,  something  a U.S.  military 
attache  might  do  in  the  areas  around  Bluefields  and  Puerto 
Cabezas . 

Elaine  Elinson  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
stated  that  the  Administration  is  making  it  difficult  for 
Roberto  Vargas  and  other  representatives  of  Nicaragua  to 
come  here  because  of  the  strong  base  of  support  the 
Nicaraguan  government  has  in  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles. 

Roberto  Vargas  asks,  "Do  they  (the  Administration) 
consider  California  a war  zone?  A liberated  zone?  Many 
sectors  in  California  have  been  very  supportive  (of 
Nicaragua).  I guess  it  is  a liberated  zone. 

Vargas  estimates  that  there  are  70,000  Nicaraguans  in 
San  Francisco.  It  was  only  a short  time  ago  that  he  was  one 
of  that  number.  Born  in  Managua,  his  family  moved  to  San 
Francisco  when  he  was  five.  He  graduated  from  Mission  High, 
and  became  a U.S.  citizen  when  he  served  a short  stint  in 
the  Marine  Corps.  He  was  later  forced  to  renounce  that 
citizenship  by  the  U.S.  Embassy  in  Managua. 

Bob  Hernandez,  a longtime  friend,  says  that  "Roberto  is 
someone  who  was  involved  early  in  community  concerns"  both 
here  and  in  Nicaragua.  In  1968  he  was  a leader  of  San 
Francisco  State's  Third  World  Strike.  Vargas  is  remembered 
in  small  towns  in  the  Valley  because  he  read  poetry  among 
the  farm  workers. 

In  a San  Francisco  Chronicle  profile,  Roberto  Vargas 
was  noted  for  his  position  as  Assistant  Director  of  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Commission.  Working  with  the  Neighborhood 
Arts  Program,  he  helped  found  the  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
and  he  "rallied  for  the  now-familiar  murals  that  embellish 
the  Mission  District".  At  this  time,  he  was  also  publishing 
the  Gazette-Sandanista,  the  first  news/information  bulletin 
about  the  Nicaraguan  struggle. 

In  1976,  when  he  was  serving  as  the  director  of  San 
Francisco's  U.S.  Bicentennial  Celebration,  he  was  quietly 
preparing  to  fight  in  Nicaragua.  He  trained  for  the 
mountainous  terrain  by  running  up  Bernal  Heights.  That  year 
he  had  a choice  of  staying  in  San  Francisco  and  developing 
an  already  strong  political  base,  or  going  to  fight  in  the 
mountains  of  Nicaragua.  He  chose  the  latter,  and  the 
significance  of  that  choice  is  hitting  home  now  in  light  of 
his  exile  from  San  Francisco. 

A March  18  San  Francisco  Chronicle  interview  with 
Vargas  revealed  that  he  would  on  day  like  to  be  mayor  of  San 
Francisco.  His  political  ambitions  still  hold  true,  but  he 
adds  now:  "It  is  true  only  after  we  solidify  and  consolidate 


Open  7 days  until  midnight 
tel:  285-4122 


espresso  drinks 
desserts 
soup  salad 
sandwiches 
beer  wine 


ODE  TO  FEDERICO  GARCIA  LORCA* 

PABLO 

NERUDA 

Asi  es  la  vida,  Federico,  aqui  rienes 
las  cosas  que  te  puede  ofrecer  mi  amistad 
dc  melancdlico  var6n  varonil. 

Ya  sabes  por  ti  mismo  muchas  cosas, 

-y  otras  iris  sabiendo  lentamente. 
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684-  Guerrero . * 115__862_~5 056 


San  Francisco  Ca  **mio 


July  11-12  KOYAAN  I SO  ATS  I 

THE  QUIET  EARTH 

July  13-14BACK  TO  THE  FUTURE] 
Pee- wee  's  BIG  ADVENTURE 

July  15-17  FASO  DOB  EE 

July  18-22  FOREST  OF  BUI  SS 

July  23-24  KWAI  DAN 

July  25-26  KISS  OF  THE  SPIDER  WOMAN 
Friday  with  Bye  Bye  Brazil 

Sat.  with  Dona  Flor  and  Her  Two  Husbands 
July  27  UNFINISHED  PIECE  FOR  PLAYER  PIANO 
RUTHUESS  ROMANCE 


CAFE  GITANES 

3214  16th  STREET 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

(415)  431-5838 

(NEAR  DOLORES) 


COMMENTS 

"The  only  place  in  San  Francisco  where 
von  can  enjoy  a couscous  dinner  for  a 
very  reasonable  price  and  French 
language  will  serve  you  better  than 
English. 

Best  Restaurant  in  Bay  Area  1984 
*\4  place  to  taste  an  unusual  cuisine, 
especially  the  couscous,  at  very 
reasonable  prices.  G real  s / hey 
Tunisian  sausages.  ” 

Eating  Out,  SF  Chronicle 
June  21,  1985 

“ Mergues , a spicy  Tunisian  Lamb 
sausage  one  of  my  best 4 4 Meals 4 * ever! 
Serena  Jukovitz,  SF  Restaurants 
44 Fora  budget  dinner,  an  inexpensive 
establishment  that  sen  es  a generous 
savory  feast,  the  masterpiece  is 
couscous,  with  great  mergues  and 
breek. 44 

California  Living 

SF  Sunday  Examiner  June  9,  1985 


Try  Our  Fabulous  Lunches! 
Hours:  Mon-Fri  11  am  - 10  pm 
Sat  Brunch  10  am  - 3 pm 
5-10:30  pm.  Closed  Sunday 


EYE  AND  I 
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-continuous  tone  prints  -stats 

-halftones  -35mm  slides 
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647-9484 

3435  Army  St.  Suite  327  SF 

NEIGHBORS 




LYNN  JOHNSON 


Full  moon  and  the  summer  solstice  altogether  --  it's 
been  a strange  weekend,  and  this  column  may  be  even 
stranger.  I recently  subscribed  to  Soviet  Life,  a Russian 
magazine  made  for  America  with  lots  of  positive  articles 
about  the  USSR,  lots  of  pretty  pictures,  and  some  good 
fiction.  Several  years  ago,  I spent  a few  weeks  in  the  USSR 
which  I enjoyed  tremendously.  So  I ordered  this  magazine  to 
see  if  it  would  show  me  a bit  more  about  Russia  today. 

What  amazes  me  about  this  subscription  is  that  each 
magazine  arrives  in  a plain  brown  wrapper.  I used  to  have  a 
subscription  to  Christopher  Street  which  also  arrived  in  a 
plain  brown  wrapper.  At  that  time,  I understood  that  I was 
supposed  to  be  ashamed  of  receiving  a gay  magazine  in  the 
mail.  Now  it  seems  that  some  part  of  this  society  I live  in 
is  telling  me  I should  increase  my  shame  and  guilt  to  new 
levels:  I should  even  be  ashamed  of  a curious  interest  in 
the  USSR. 

Even  more  amazing  to  me  is  the  fact  that  several 
friends  of  mine  (fairly  radical  ones  at  that)  upon  seeing 
Soviet  Life  in  my  home  have  exclaimed,  "Wow,  are  you  gonna 
be  on  the  lists  now!"  Perhaps  we  in  the  USA  should  consider 
from  time  to  time  how  much  these  induced  fears  and  shames 
control  our  thinking. 

Rumor  has  it  that  a large  bakery  in  the  neighborhood 
has  been  requiring  drug  tests  of  its  employees  and 
applicants.  Perhaps  someone  should  remind  them  that  this  is 
illegal  in  San  Francisco.  Will  that  reminder  have  to  be  in 
court? 

My  favorite  quote  of  the  month  is  from  Stan  Tigner: 
"Those  who  are  fixated  on  only  one  ting  and  those  who  are 
fixated  on  nothing  at  all  are  equally  tedious." 

Although  the  turnover  in  storefront  businesses  in  our 
neighborhood  is  frightening,  I do  want  to  welcome  several 
new  businesses  to  the  neighborhood.  CLOTHES  CONTACT  has 
opened  at  473  Valencia  and  up  the  street  the  old  Graffitti 
is  now  THE  CHATTERBOX  at  998  Valencia.  The  ALBION  CLUB  at 
16th  and  Albion  is  remodeled  with  door9  wide  open  and 
looking  real  good.  LA  PAJARITA  (THE  PAPER  BIRD),  a new 
newspaper  and  international  book  store,  has  opened  at  3125 
16th  Street  between  Valencia  and  Guerrero  with  daily  papers 
available  from  other  cities  in  the  US  and  many  foreign 
books. 

Remember  My  Cousin's  Place  on  Guerrero?  That's  where 
all  the  big  loud  motorcycles  always  blocked  the  sidewalk  and 
there  was  a trail  of  grease  and  drooled  beer  in  and  out  of 
the  place.  Well  somebody  bought  it  nad  gutted  it  and 
cleaned  it  and  painted  it  and  now  it's  the  neighborhood's 
newest  gay  bar,  the  INSIDE  OUT  at  122  Guerrero.  My 
compliments  to  the  new  owners:  The  place  is  a welcome  relief 
from  teh  format  that  has  dictated  the  atmosphere  of  gay 
gathering  places  for  10  years.  It's  clean,  well- lighted , 
friendly,  comfortable,  and  the  noise  level  is  actually  low 
enough  to  allow  conversation. 

They  come  and  they  go!  Unfortunately,  LAS  AMERICAS, 

the  restauarnt  at  16th  and  Guerrero  that  I complimented  last* 
month  seems  to  have  closed  its  doors  already.  It's  really 
regretful  that  new  businesses  can't  afford  the  time  it  takes 
to  get  it  together  in  our  neighborhood.  It  makes  it  almost 
impossible  for  a small  business  to  get  going,  but  it  makes 
it  real  easy  for  McDonald's  and  all  the  other  fast  junk  food 
places  to  take  over  the  neighborhood. 

The  rainbow  flags  are  all  over  the  city  already  for  Gay 
Pride  Week  and  it  makes  me  proud  to  remember  that  this  is 
still  not  a plain  brown  wrapper  city.  Now  if  we  can  just 
8 1 o p LaRouche  from  sending  gays  (and  who  next?)  to 
concentration  camps,  maybe  our  melting  pot  city  will  make  it 
through  the  Reagan  years. 

There's  still  a lot  going  on  in  our  neighborhood  in  the 
fight  against  AIDS.  Congratulations  to  the  several  artist 
neighbors  who  were  represented  in  ART  AND  WELL-BEING,  an 
AIDS/ARC  SHOW  at  the  CNA  art  gallery.  Artists  for  Community 
Life  organized  the  show  selecting  works  by  artists  who  have 
died  of  AIDS,  artists  who  currently  have  ARC  or  AIDS,  and 
artists  whose  work  related  to  the  AIDS/ARC  crisis.  Visual 
arts,  music  and  writing  were  all  represented  and  several  of 
our  neighbors  were  represented  in  the  shows  including  ROB 
GOLDSTEIN,  TEDE  MATTHEWS , and  JACKSON  SCHULTE . Artists 
interested  in  working  together  in  response  to  the  AIDS/ARC 
crisis  can  contact  ARTISTS  FOR  COMMUNITY  LIFE  at  673-2328. 

I believe  that  the  meetings  are  still  generally  held  in  our 
neighborhood. 

Rina ldo  wants  everyone  reminded  that  the  HELPING  HAND 
DISCOUNT  CARDS  (available  to  people  with  ARC/AIDS  through 
the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Food  Bank  in  the  Flood  Building  on 
Valencia)  are  good  at  RAINBOW  GENERAL  STORE  for  20X  off  on 
all  books,  vitamins,  homeopathic  remedies,  western  and 
Chinese  herbs,  gem  elixirs  and  flower  essences. 

THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  AIDS  ALTERNATIVE  HEALING  PROJECT  will 
have  its  referral  phone  open  on  August  1st  for  those  who 
need  information  on  alternative  healing.  In  the  meantime, 
you  can  still  call  Misha  Cohen  at  QUAN  YIN  ACUPUNCTURE 
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CENTER  for  current  information.  Two  groups  are  also 
beginning  in  July  in  connection  with  SFAAHP . Sequoia  Tom 
Lundy  is  teaching  an  eight-week  course  in  Stress 
Reduction/Living  Well  in  the  AIDS  Crisis  on  Tuesdays 
beginning  July  8th  from  10  - Noon  at  Quan  Yin.  The  fee  is 
$50,  payable  in  advance,  and  for  information/reservations 
you  can  call  841-6511.  Rina ldo  Iturrino  and  myself  are 
facilitating  an  alternative  healing  inf ormat ion/support 
group  for  people  with  ARC/AIDS  beginning  on  July  17th.  This 
support  group  will  meet  on  Thursday  mornings  from  10  - Noon 
for  six  weeks  near  16th  and  Guerrero.  The  fee  for  this 
group  is  $50  payable  in  advance.  For  information  and 
reservations  call  626-6565  or  567-1996. 

Margo  Adair  and  I are  also  leading  a one-evening 
workshop  on  Visualization  and  AIDS  on  Thursday,  July  24th 
from  7-10PM  at  the  Pride  Center  Chapel.  This  workshop  is 
for  people  with  ARC/AIDS  who  want  to  learn  how  to  use 
visualization  or  improve  their  skills.  The  fee  is  $2  - $10 
sliding  scale.  Margo  and  I co-authored  Tapping  Deeper 
Resources ; Visualizat ion  and  Aids , cassette  tapes  with 
instruction  booklets  for  people  with  AIDS  and  for  the 
Worried  Well.  Information,  reservatons,  and  orders  are  all 
available  at  626-6565  or  861-6838. 

The  tradition  of  excellent  theater  that  we've  begun  in 
the -North  Mission  also  continues.  I finally  made  it  to  the 
NEW  PERFORMANCE  GALLERY , 3153  17th  Street,  to  see  the  Danny 
Grossman  Dance  Company.  WOW!  Were  they  great!  I usually 
don't  get  excieted  over  dance  as  a theater  event,  but  I'd 
rush  out  to  see  this  company  again.  Their  presentation  was 
exciting,  funny,  beautifully  staged  and  costumed,'  and 
choreographed  and  danced  with  such  expertise  that  each  piece 
became  a lucid,  delightful  drama  in  itself.  On  top  of  all 
that,  the  political  and  social  commentary  in  "Ces  Plaisirs" 
and  "Endangered  Species"  was  much  more  than  well  put. 

Disappointment  on  the  dance  scene  was  John  Lefan's 
"Third  Moon  Ballet"  at  THEATER  ARTAUD.  I had  looked 
forward  to  this  production  and  advised  everyone  to  go  see  it 
for  months,  but  it  really  fell  flat  on  the  stage.  The 
choreography  was  said  to  have  evolved  through  a process  of 
discovery,  but  I think  they  opened  the  show  before  the 
discovery.  Danitra  Vance  and  the  Mell-0  White  Boys  at  the 
VICTORIA  THEATER  wa6  another  delightful  show.  Danitra 
presented  some  scathing  and  much-needed  criticism  of  racism 
and  sexism  in  our  eociety. in  a laugh-filled  package  of  song 
and  dance.  Con tratulat ions  again  to  all  the  theaters  in  our 
neighborhood  that  are  bringing  such  wonderful  events  to  San 
Francisco. 

The  National  Federation  of  Local  Cable  Programmers  are 
meeting  for  their  10th  anniversary  annual  conference  in  San 
Francisco  at  the  Sheraton  Palace  Hotel  July  10-12th.  Many 
of  the  local  issues  surrounding  access  television  in  the  Bay 
Area  will  be  discussed,  including  renegotiation  of  Bay  Area 
cable  franchises,  and  the  shift  of  community  access  manage- 
ment from  cable  company  to  non-profit  organizations.  The 
three  day  conference  will  also  provide  workshops,  seminars 
and  panel  discussions  to  address  topics  integral  to  the 
development  of  access  programming  development,  community 
organizing,  finance  and  promotion  and  new  developments  in 
video  technology.  For  information  call  Andrea  Torrice  or 
Molly  Dwyer  at  653-1350. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders  (GLOE),  a program  of 
Operation  Concern,  is  having  a picnic  for  women  over  60  and 
their  friends  of  all  ages  on  Sunday,  July  27th  from  10-3PM 
at  the  Shakespeare  Garden  of  Golden  Gate  Park.  Bring  food 
to  share.  For  information  you  can  call  626-7000. 


Clover  Mathis  is  one  of  several  dancer-choreographers  to  be 
featured  in  Tance  Johnson's  "Mixmasters"  multi-media  "Next 
Wave"  concert  to  be  presented  at  8PM  on  August  1st  and  2nd 
at  the  New  Performance  Gallery,  17th  and  Shotwell.  Photo  by 
Ad  luma . 


Theatre  Flamenco  of  San  Francisco,  one  of  America's  leading 
full-scale  Spanish  dance  companies  presents  its  20th 
anniversary  of  San  Francisco  performances  at  the  Victoria 
Theatre  on  July  26-7  and  August  2-3  at  the  Victoria  Theatre 
on  16th  Street  between  Mission  and  Capp.  Tickets,  $9  and 
$7,  can  be  purchased  at  the  box  office,  all  BASS  outlets  and 
STBS/Union  Square.  Information  or  reservations;  863-7576. 

The  Artemis  Cafe  (1199  Valencia)  has  a good  music  line 
up  Saturdays  at  8PM.  Scheduled  for  July  12th  are  Jennifer 
Berezan,  Laurie  Mattioli  and  Crystal  Reeves  ($5-6). 

On  July  19th  there  will  be  a jazz  performance  by  Mimi 
Fox  & Robin  Flower  ($6)  and,  on  July  26th,  guitar  and  vocals 
by  Melanie  Monsur  ($4).  For  information,  call  821-0232. 

July  19th  marks  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  start  of 
the  Spanish  Civil  War.  On  that  evening,  a group  of  Bay  Area 
anarchists  will  celebrate  not  only  the  changes  brought  about 
by  millions  of  working  people  in  Spain,  but  also  the 
struggle  to  keep  both  fascist  and  communist  totalitarian 
regimes  from  coming  to  power.  There'll  be  film,  performance, 
poetry,  and  other  presentations  to  evoke  the  spirit  of  the 
Spanish  Revolution.  The  celebration  begins  at  8PM  at  No 
Nothing  Cinema,  30  Berry  Street.  For  more  information,  call 
Bound  Together  BOoks  at  431-8355.  Childcare  can  be  arranged. 

NOVA  THEATER,  347  Dolores  at  16th,  is  the  scene  of 
"Bleacher  Bums"  beginning  July  11th  through  August  2nd.  The 
Haight  Ashbury  Repertory  Theater  is  presenting  this  football 
as  a spectator  sport  comedy  for  $7.50  a ticket,  and  you  can 
get  reservations  at  552-5514. 

Have  a great  4th  of  July.  Don't  forget  to  water  your 
plants  more  often  during  the  hot  days  of  summer. 


OF  LOVE  AND  DEATH  CTHE  EPIDEMIC  SERIES) 
BY  CHARLES  SEXTON  JULY  3RD  - 31ST 
OPENING  RECEPTION  JULY  3RD  7«00  PM 
THE  FARM  GALLERY  1499  POTRERO  AVENUE 


ARMORY  SOLD 


Cont.  from  p.l 


S ^eCThe 'community  ^ LTinfot^f  the  aettWnt  ot  the 
auction  This  reporter  observed  a sign  on  the  wall  less 
than  a ionth  before  the  sale.  Bob  Switzer  of  MEDA  was  told 

about  the  auction  by  someone  in  Oakland. 

On  June  2nd,  the  Mission  Community  Coalition  agreed  to: 
1)  escalate  pursuit  of  the  elusive  UDAG  monies,  2)  lobby  the 
Supes  to  obtain  the  building  or,  if  that  failed,  3)  ask  the 
State  to  cancel  or  postpone  the  auction  to  allow  for  the 
preparation  and  presentation  of  a viable  community  proposal. 
p p ^ June  10th,  a delegation  from  the  North  Mission  Asso- 
ciation toured  the  humongous  structure.  Pa8sl“f  ?-Cf*rnith- 
comf ortable  police  checkpoint  equipped  with  amla*le 
ines  and  a water  cooler  bearing  a "Please  Do  Not  Spit 
placard , we  descended  into  the  basement:  a rank  • * 

dungeonous  array  of  little,  barred  rooms,  Nazi 
mildew,  perilous  electrical  fixtures  and  a decrepit  swimming 
pool  now  nurtured  by  a long  filled-ln  underground  river 

Trekking  through  a corridor  filled  with  what 
be  all  of  Imelda  Marcos'  missing  shoes,  we  entered  the  Drill 
the  va8t  center  of  the  Armory.  One  corner  was  full 
ol  photographs  of  Police  Cadets  (class  of  '71)  with  faces 
full  of  cheer  and  eagerness  to  go  and  serve  the  public.  A 
few  vehicles  rested  here  and  there  on  a wooden  floor  that  in 
some  places  bore  a look  of  having  been  plowed...  testimony 
to  rough  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  opera. 

Such  spaciousness  is  rare  in  San  Francisco  and  it  is 
easy  to  understand  how  it  breeds  fiscal  fantasy. 

We  exited,  duly  awed,  through  a gauntlet  of  State 
officials  and  various  species  of  police.  "The  place  would 
cost  $90,000  a month  for  maintenance,"  one  explained.  We 
don't  maintain  it."  We  noted  on  the  register  the  presence  of 
speculator  Richard  Quintanilla  whose  despicable  abuse  of 
New  World  Hotel  tenants  was  reported  in  the  News  (7/84;. 

THE  UDAG  QUAGMIRE 

At  the  June  16  MCC  meeting,  a strategy  was  agreed  upon 
initiating  a ten-step  procedure  for  community  acquisition 
and  development  of  the  Armory  which  began  with  1)  a request 
that  the  Supervisors  ask  the  state  to  set  aside  the  auction 
and  2)  an  intent  to  compel  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Housing  & 
Economic  Development  (MOHED > to  pay  to  the  MCC  approximately 
$2  million  in  Urban  Development  Action  Grant  (UDAG)  funds 
owed  the  community  in  the  development  of  the  Hamm's  Brewery 
at  Bryant  & 15th. 

MCC '8  initial  concern  was  the  UDAG.  On  May  21,  f1984, 
MOHED  Director  Bill  Witte  promised  the  MCC  that  only 
Mission-based  nonprofit  organizations  would  be  eligible  for 
these  funds",  adding:  "I  have  discussed  this  with  the  Mayor, 
and  she  has  agreed  to  it." 

But  there  were  miles  to  go  before  the  promises  were 
cept  and  MOHED  gradually  altered  the  intent  of  its  agreement 

~ SPECIAL!!! 

BAKED  LASAGNE  A LA  CARTE  FOR  2 $6.00 


until  in  a letter  from  Witte  (5/27/86),  MOHED' s committment 
had  metamorphosized  into  "economic  development  projects 
located  in  the  Mission."  Witte  appended  several  scenarios 
including  one  in  which  Big  Development  Inc.  (MOHED  humor) 
develops  a 120,000  square  foot  office  project  in  the  inner 
Mission.  Admitting  that  such  project  was  "essentially  a 
speculative  development",  MOHED,  using  a point  system  that 
gave  only  37.  consideration  to  non-profit  status  (and  none  at 
all  to  the  community)  stated  such  highrise  construction 
constituted  an  acceptable  use  of  UDAG  funds  because  it  will 
improve"  (i.e.  gentrify)  "a  distressed  site  and  area." 

Finding  this  wholly  unacceptable,  MCC  demanded  to  meet 
with  Witte,  which  meeting  did  not  occur  until  June  20,  three 
working  days  before  the  auction.  Simultaneously  its  members 
were  lobbying  Supervisors  and  Assemblymen,  which  contacts 
brought  into  focus  a new  and  vexing  set  of  circumstances. 

Assemblyman  Art  Agnos  (usually  a rock-solid  advocate  of 
coranunity  nonprofits)  emerged  as  Snazelle's  wonderful  wizard 
based  on  their  long-standing  relationship  and  a mutual 
opposition  to  such  bureaucratic  inanities  as  the  proposed 
Potrero  Heliport.  Agnos  let  it  be  known  that  his  support  in 
Assembly  to  stop  the  sale  would  be  contingent  on  the  passage 
of  the  unanimous  Supervisoral  resolution,  which  likelihood 
faded  as  each  day  passed  without  MOHED' s UDAG  committment. 

At  the  meeting  on  the  20th,  MCC  won  the  battle  but 
probably  lost  the  war.  Witte  capitulated  with  suspicious 
ease  and  community  leaders,  in  a fit  of  benevolence,  elected 
to  allow  him  to  produce  written  consent  at  his  own  leisure. 

GO  IMG,  GOUG,  GOME? 

On  Monday  the  23rd,  Britt  introduced  his  resolution... 
supported  by  a MEDA/MCC  memorandum  dated  5/27  given  each 
Supervisor,  emphasizing  the  City  was  only  asking  the  State 
to  postpone  the  sale  while  MCC  (or  any  other  qualified  non- 
profit) prepared  a financial  package  and  also  emphasizing 
that  only  UDAG  funds  already  committed  to  the  project  were 
to  be  used  and  that  "Mo  City  fund*  are  proposed  for  acqui- 
sition, rehabilitation,  operation  or  maintenance."  (pg.  5). 

Over  the  last  few  years,  we  in  the  Mission  have  tended 
to  see  only  the  good  Quentin  Kopp  (who  supported  vacancy 
control  at  considerable  financial  sacrifice  and  opposed  such 
ill-advised  legislation  as  the  Downtown  Plan)  and  not  the 
contentious  "nay-sayer"  of  the  '70s.  Friday,  however,  the 
bad  old  Quentin  Kopp  emerged  from  its  corner,  challenging 
the  resolution  by  demanding  it  be  sent  to  committee.  When 
Britt  told  him  that  the  sale  in  two  days  precluded  standard 
bureaucratic  policy,  the  persnickety  Quentin  declared  "The 
laws  require  competitive  bidding!"  and  stated  that  he  would 
not  vote  for  the  postponement. 

The  Association  and  the  News,  of  course,  wish  the  two 
winners  well  and  extend  our  invitation  to  have  them  present 
their  plans  to  the  conmunity  when  such  are  finalized.  Our 
concerns  are  that  the  Armory  enhance  the  existing  character 
of  the  neighborhood  and,  secondly,  that  development  becomes 
a source  of  job  opportunities,  part icular ily  blue-collar. 


BAY  AREA  FURNITURE  HOTEL  LIQUIDATORS 


"CH<3MPc\GNE  T6STE  ON  6 BEER  BUDGET."^ 

Now  on  Mission  St.  between  25  th  & 26th  sts. 


% 9 -,0°°° 
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OPEN  EVERY  DAY  FROM  9 9 
SUNDAYS  11-5 


OPEN  7 DA  YS 

Mon.  thru  Tliurs  HAM  to  12  P M 
Fri.  and  Sat.  I IA.M  to  2 A.M 
Sunday  !2Noonto  9P.M 

2152  Mission  St.  (Bet  17  & 18  Sts  ) San  Francisco. 


amp  you  hrst  siop 
the  ONiy  piact  you  wui  shop 
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473  Valencia  at  16th 


San  Francisco 


MISS  WEDNESDAY 


11:18,  I just  got  Home  again,  sat  once  more  under  the 
light  looked  - towards  the  winda,  - the  guy  I shave  looked 
back,  - He,  looked  tired  also,  guess  he  follows  me. 

A "STAR  FORM*',  - - - 11  degrees,  West,  About,  - - 60 

degrees  UP,  "TWINKLED",  - came  racing,  down,  a long  negative 
arc,  - "Estop/ped",  - THERE  I before  our,  - winda.  The  PARTY 
STOPPED!  as  THE  LITTLE  PEOPLE,  drawn  to  the  BRIGHTNESS, 
rushed,  over,  put  small  hands,  and  faces,  un  avainst  fh* 
The  Brightness,  muted  it's  self, 

THERE,  STOOD  "MISS  WEDNESDAY",  . One,-  (a  "Smart" 

one  whistled),  another  spoke,-  "ya  can't  wear  a thing  like 
that,-  - - in  the  daytime!". 

"It's  nearing  12:00,-  She's  ready  for  bed".  She, 
SMILED  an  my  heart,  went  "pitta,  pat,  pitta  pat", 

"May  I WALTZ,  with  you  "MISS  WEDNESDAY"  She  SMILED, - 
looked  down,-  put  hands  accrost,-  You  like  me?  AH!  - *our, 
Really,  AH!  STRAWBERRY  ICE  CREAM  in  1935,  A TOM  MIX  PICTURE 
Saturday  afternoon-  with  LICORICE  Candy,-  -NEW  Shoes, 
MAMAS'  SMILE,-  and  HOT  GRAVY,  on  stale  bread,-  of  my  small 
(chipped)  plate, _ at  suppertime.  I,  went  on,  and  on, 


looking  down. 

She,  raised  Her  arms.  Her  eyes  to  mine,  Phantom,  at  my 
elbow,  mouth  - agape,  Murmured  "SHE'S  A DOLL".-  - - Ah!  But 
PROMISED  ! "Phan,  my  man  - We  ALL  are  - - Friend  of  mine,  / 
make  me  (of  your  MAGICK)  Young,  Hansom.-  - "Sir;"  - able  to 
keep  up,  - with  Her.  He  cringed,  shuddered,  tormented 
though  introspection.  - - Reached  "inside",  - took  out  "A 
little  BLACK  BOOK",  picked  up  the  GREEN  Phone,  - dialed  12 
numbers,  - "Switch  Board",  YES!  Let  me  talk  to  Louie,  he, 
came  on  the  wire,  Phan,  here,  - "YES,  We've  all  been 
watching,  on  the  MONITOR,  He,  has  clearance.  An,  as  he 
turned.  Smiled,  TOUCHED  ME,  there,  in  the  window  glass,  - I 
seen  me  a'  turn  into  a young  guy,  tall,  hansom,  A "built"  of 
curly  hair.  I felt  great.  "FRED",  came  over,  offered  "HIS 
MAGIC  DANCING  SLIPPERS",  - "If,  you  are  going  to  Dance,  for 
a week,-  You  take  slippers.-  "REALLY!"  - Sure!  I put  them 
pn,  - heard  MUSIC  - - I was  a "GO"  people.-  - 

"MISS  WEDNESDAY",  opened  out  her  arms  to  me , - I spoke 
'Phan,  open  then  the  glass  to  me.  Give,  us  "OUR"  Garden  - 
to  WALTZ  through,  - he  did  WE,  WALTZED  'round  the  largen  of 
portico,  down  the  Marbled  steps,  - out  - out  - through  the 
garden,  (of  yet  un-named  little  beings-  there,  ) as  we, 
passed , they,  there  watching,  clapping,  past  the  Statues,  - 
of  Marble,  an  Bronzes,  - - - THEY  - also,  "turned",  watched, 
our  coming,  and  going.  CHEERED  US  ON!  As,  down,  out,  out, 
through  the  Eucalypyus  Grove,-  As,  they  played  of  in  greaten 
Profusion,  THE  WALTZ  from  ROSEN  CAVALIER. 

Out,  Out,  to  the  "landings  Port",  ( down  by  18  tb. 
Street  ! ) PHANTOM,  Shouted  above  it's  all, 

"When,  shall  you  return,  ????"  - - - 

"They  said,  "Never  !",  - - 

I graced  her,  lips,  - of  Oh  so  gentally,  - - thought 

"NEVER".  - 

Thence,  UP,  we,  took,  UP!  UP,  leaving  this  world 
behind  ! 

WE,  WALTZED,  in  ever  widening  circular  motions 
" WE,  WALTZED  UP,  UP,  INTO  THE  STARS",  - 
They,  (as),  stood,  clapped,  "sang",  at  our  passing, 

OUT,  OUT,  Swirling,  around  to  the  Music 
PAST,  Past,  PALACE  VAST  ! the  PARTY,  - Stopped, 
"they,  ran  to  the  EDGE,  CHEERED,  US,  ON.  • • 
- by  G.  Millard 


Leather.Silk.Fur.Cotton.WooLLeather, Silk, Fur, Cotton, Wool 
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Dear  Mr.  Bourne, 


§e  Mail  = 

Dear  Editors 

Dor is  Ward  is  a very  naive  lady  on  the  subject  of 
graffiti.  Luckily,  you  were  kind  enough  to  print  Tom 
Ferentz's  excellent  conments  on  the  same  page.  To  be  sure, 
there  is  a wide  range  in  the  artistry  of  graffiti,  but  "Stop 
Graffiti  Now"  contests  are  hardly  an  effective  approach  to  a 
complex  social  issue. 

If  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  San  Francisco  and  those 
of  the  nation  want  to  effectively  deal  with  today's  youth, 
they  are  going  to  have  to  do. a lot  more  study  and  homework 
into  the  problems  created  by  the  society  in  which  we  live 
and  youth' 8 response. 

Sincerely, 

James  B.  Prigoff 

PIT  PB0SPECTS 

Community-based  performance  group  CONTRABAND  hopes  to 
stage  a show  in  the  Gartland  Pit  this  autumn.  To  this  end, 
they  have  sent  the  following  letter  to  John  Bourne, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation, seeking  permission  to  use  the  site. 

In  addition  to  the  projected  pit  performance, 
CONTRABAND'S  upcoming  schedule  includes  seven  nights  in  the 
North  Mission.  EVOL,  "A  Rowdy  Evening  of  Performance 
Exploring  Human  Desire",  will  appear  July  24-26  at  Third 
Wave  Studio  Theater,  and  July  31  - August  3 at  Theater 
Artaud.  (For  further  information,  call  558-8821.) 


Almost  one  year  ago  I wrote  and  spoke  to  you  about 
using  the  Gartland  Pit  (at  16th  and  Valencia)  for  a public 
performance  by  CONTRABAND  - a performance  company  based  in 
the  Mission.  It  has  been  an  exciting  year  for  us, 
performing  to  full  houses  at  Theater  Artaud,  Third  Wave 
Dance  Studio,  The  Lab  and  Studio  Eremos.  With  such  a hectic 
schedule  we  decided  to  postpone  our  work  on  an  outdoor  show 
until  we  had  the  time  and  resources  to  do  it  right. 

Here  we  are. 

We  would  like  to  perform  a dance/theater  piece  in  the 
Gartland  Pit  every  weekend  in  October.  It  is  our  hope  that 
these  performances  will  have  a positive  impact  on  the 
neighborhood,  increasing  community  awareness  of  local 
artistic  activity,  and  increasing  appreciation  of  urban 
resources.  We  would  spend  the  month  prior  cleaning  the 
space,  insuring  its  safety,  and  rehearsing  on  location. 

We  will  take  full  responsibility  for  keeping  a safe  and 
orderly  situation  during  our  commitment.  As  well  we  have 
researched  our  insurance  options  for  an  event  of  this  kind 
and  have  found  an  affordable  policy  for  $1  million  liability 
through  the  Bay  Area  Dance  Coalition.  As  before,  we  plan  to 
do  this  show  at  low  cost,  with  a minimum  charge  (probably 
$2.00),  and  plenty  of  donated  time  and  resources  from  the 
iomediate  community. 

We  appreciate  being  able  to  address  the  board  with  this 
proposal  and  look  forward  to  meeting  with  you  personally  to 
dl scu 88  the  particulars. 

Thank  you, 

Keith  Hennessy  Sara  Shelton  Mann 


< 
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Modernas 

Dance  & Musi 
Show 

7:30  til*  ? 


YOUNG  DANCERS  HONORED 


Stars  and  potential  stars  glitter  at  the  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  of  Ballet,  347  Dolores  Street.  Real  stars  of 
the  dance  world  will  be  guest  teachers  throughout  the 
Sumner.  They  are  La  Rubia,  famous  Spanish  dancer)  Horacio 
Cifuentes  from  South  America  who  is  a leading  light  in 
ballet  technique;  and,  crowning  the  summer,  will  be  Nadya 
Kalmanov8kaya  from  the  Leningrad-Kirov  Ballet  in  the  USSR. 


La  Pajarita 

News-Media,  International 

Music 

Magazines 

Books 


La  Pajarita 

News-Media,  International 

Music 

Magazines 

Books 


3125  16th  St. 
Mission,  CA.  94110 
(415)  431-4264 
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The  Mission.  CA.  94110 
431-4264 
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The  Mission,  CA.  94110 
(415)  431-4264 
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Books 


3125  16th  St. 

The  Mission,  CA.  94110 
(415)  431-4264 


11 

The  potential  stars  of  the  future  are  the  students  of 
this  38-year  old  organization.  These  young  hopefuls  have 
gained  world-wide  recognition,  especially  at  the  California 
State  Competitions  held  in  San  Jose,  California,  the  weekend 
of  May  23rd.  The  Overall  Grand  Award  went  to  Rockne  Boger, 
15,  for  his  so  lo  dancing.  He  and  his  partner,  Michelle 
Ponce,  15,  won  the  same  award  for  their  duet.  This  award 
consists  of  a large  placque,  three  blue  ribbons,  a large 
silver  cup  and  two  cash  scholarships. 

Other  students  of  the  Conservatory  were  also  winners. 
They  are  Elizabeth  Schenkel,  7;  Alexandra  Ortiz,  14;  Lia 
Wllbourn,  14;  Daina  Sciutti,  15;  Maria  Carbaat,  14;  Shannon 
Chain,  14;  Carolyn  Raymundo,  14;  Mala  Mancillas,  6 and 
Joella  Escobar,  8.  Almost  no  other  school  in  the  state  had 
as  many  winners.  Merit  of  Ecxellence  in  Drama  was  won  by 
Aaron  Denny  of  the  school  as  well. 

All  these  young  dancers  were  invited  to  perform  at  EXPO 
'86  in  Vancouver  and  represented  the  USA  at  the  World  Fair 
in  Japan  last  sunnier.  They  have  appeared  in  many  countries, 
including  the  famous  Opera  House  in  Sydney,  Australia. 


'ffie  lyOVA  Academy' 


& 


Full  academic  and  arts  courses 
for  elementary  and  secondary 
students  • Extended  day  care 

• High  school  credits 

• Approved  for  foreign 
students 
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TAP 

JAZZ 

BALLET 
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Full  courses  • All 
ages:  tols,  children, 
adulls  • Outstanding  staff 
Complete  schedules  on  request 


o°y  Sail  Francisco 

Conserva  toiy  gf^Ballet 


MIDNIGHT  MUSIC  FRI&SAT 

mondays  to  thursdays 
9 00  am  to  midnight 

on  fridays  & Saturdays; 
from  9:00  am  until  1.00am 


CAFE  o RESTAURANT 

at  31 20  16th  Street 

Telephone  431  — 4089 


% 


bare  across  the  street  from  the  movies 


Come  -join 
us,  before  or 
after  the  show. 


12 


THE  LAROUCHE  INITIATIVE 


- by  Holly  Smith 

Do  you  know  what  the  LaRouche  AIDS  initiative  plans  to 
do?  If  you  don't  learn  about  the  initiative,  you  might  be 
at  risk  for  losing  your  job,  or  being  discriminated  against, 
or  even  possibly  being  quarantined,  just  because  one  of  your 
"neighbors"  or  acquaintances  "thinks"  you  might  know  someone 
who  has  AIDS  or  the  AIDS  virus...  or  you  might  harbor  the 
virus  yourself ! ! 

The  LaRouche  initiative  will  do  NOTHING  to  protect 
anyone  from  AIDS.  The  initiative  is  a misguided  and  poorly 
worded  piece  of  legislation  that  would  promote  misunderstan- 
ding, fear  and  confusion  around  AIDS.  It  is  the  last  thing 
which  is  needed  in  the  struggle  to  stop  the  spread  of  the 
virus,  and  may  in  fact  contribute  to  an  increase  in  the 
epidemic.  Besides  increasing  misunderstanding  and  hysteria, 
the  initiative  would  definitely  increase  discriminatory 
action  directed  towards  ANYONE  who  is  infected  with,  or 
SUSPECTED  of  being  infected  with  the  AIDS  virus. 

The  LaRouche  initiative  plays  upon  the  public's  fear  of 
AIDS.  LaRouche  asserts  that  AIDS  is  a casually  contagious 
disease  that  is  easily  transmissable.  This  is  NOT  true! 

AIDS  i 8 difficult  to  transmit  or  be  exposed  to.  You 
have  to  agree  to  specific  activity  which  puts  you  at  risk. 
You  can  only  be  exposed  to  the  AIDS  virus  if  you  engage  in 
unsafe  sexual  activity  with  another  person  who  is  infected 
with  the  virus,  if  you  share  I.V.  drug  needles  with  another 
person,  or  if  you  receive  contaminated  blood  products.  AIDS 
is  not  transmissable  through  ordinary  daily  living  contact 
either  at  work  or  in  a public  place. 

so/{«’s 

M7 Y„/.n,,a 415*558*8299 


„ „l  IMMIMIMI  mil  III  II  M,| 

b/0M£N  of  C01OP 

lA/el  COME 


The  LaRouche  initiative  is  not  based  on  scientific  or 
medical  facts.  It  mandates  a sweeping  set  of  dictatorial 
powrs  and  prohibitions  that  goes  far  beyond  what  health 
authorities  have  said  is  necessary  (or  legal)  in  dealing 
with  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

It's  unclear  the  extent  of  what  the  LaRouche  initiative 
will  mandate  if  it  passes  in  November.  It  appears  the 
initiative  would  mandate  mass  AIDS-antibody  testing;  allow 
massive  quarantine  of  ALL  people  who  have  the  AIDS-antibody; 
create  procedures  for  the  general  public  to  "turn-in"  per- 
sons "suspected"  of  having  the  virus;  ban  people  with  the 
AIDS-antibody  from  attending  school  or  working  as  commercial 
food  handlers,  teachers,  school  administrators,  and  more! 

Medical  officials  and  scientific  fact  clearly  do  not 
indicate  that  any  of  the  proposed  LaRouche  actions  outlined 
above  are  either  necessary  or  appropriate  responses  to 
ensure  the  end  of  the  AIDS  epidemic.  The  initiative  is 
based  on  panic,  not  fact. 

The  LaRouche  initiative  will  divert  money  and  resources 
from  needed  education  and  research  efforts.  This  measure  is 
sponsored  by  the  same  political  fringe  which  claims  the 
"Queen  of  England  is  a drug  dealer";  that  "Henry  Kissinger 
is  a Soviet  agent  of  influence";  that  "the  vast, major ity  of 
Americans  represent  a lower  life  form  and  do  not  deserve  to 
survive";  and,  that  "prominent  Jewish  families  were 
instrumental  in  bringing  Hitler  to  power"  and  "the  holocaust 
is  a figment  of  people's  imagination". 

It  is  too  bad  that  money  and  energy  will  have  to  be 
directed  towards  an  emotionally  consuming  campaign  over  the 
next  four  months  to  oppose  this  ballot  measure.  It  doesn't 
make  sense,  but  the  fight  is  a reality.  The  initiative  has 
qualified  for  the  ballot  because  people  don't  know  the  facts 
and  didn't  necessarily  know  what  they  were  signing. 

This  is  not  a time  to  promote  panic  or  AIDS  fear.  What 
we  need  now  is  education,  compassion  and  understanding. 
AIDS  is  a public  health  issue  which  is  being  maligned  by  the 
political  efforts  of  the  LaRouche  fringe.  It  is  imperative 
that  every  citizen  of  San  Francisco  learn  the  facts  about 
AIDS  transmission  so  that  the  epidemic  will  be  successfully 
ended.  Supporting  the  LaRouche  initiative  in  November  will 
do  nothing  to  end  the  epidemic  or  protect  anyone  from  AIDS. 

Learn  the  facts  about  AIDS,  then  fight  the  fear  about 
AIDS  with  those  facts.  Call  863-AIDS  for  those  facts. 


The  Spark 
That  May 
Cause  a Fire 
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The  North  Mission  News  is  the  voice  of  the 
North  Mission  Association,  a nonprofit  organization 
committed  to  championing  neighborhood  issues.  Your 
subscription  will  keep  you  informed  and  provide  the 
financial  support  needed  to  assure  that  these  issues 
continue  to  be  addressed. 
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San  Francisco  Comic  book  Co 
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Newsletter  of  the  San  Francisco  Tenants  Union  July- august  1986 


Going  Out  of  Biz: 
The  13th  Cause 

A major  new  law  took  effect  July  1 throughout  the 
state  which  guarantees  the  right  of  landlords  to 
withdraw  their  buildings  from  the  rental  housing 
market,  evict  their  tenants,  and  in  theory,  to  "go 
out  of  business".  This  legislation,  passed  last  year 
as  EB505  (Senator  Ellis),  overrides  the  California 
Supreme  Court  ruling  in  Nash  v City  of  Santa  Monica 
which  upheld  a community's  right  to  place 
restrictions  on  owners  who  would  evict  their  tenants 
with  the  goal  of  demolishing  the  building  for  more 
lucrative  profits.  (Santa  Monica  had  lost  over  1300 
rental  units  to  the  bulldozers  in  a 15-month  period 
prior  to  winning  rent  control.)  This  new  generosity 
by  the  State  could  lead  to  mass  evictions  in  San 
Francisco  and  elsewhere. 

As  part  of  the  deal  to  let  landlords  opt  out  of  the 
biz,  liberal  Democrats  "won"  concessions  which  may 
keep  danage  to  a minimum.  Oners  may  not  selectively 
withdraw  only  those  units  in  a building  which  might 
be  occupied  by  tenants  with  very  low  rents;  it's  all 
or  nothing.  Residential  hotel  units  may  not  be 
withdrawn  from  rental  if  a city  regulates  their  use 
(as  S.F.  does.)  Cities  are  allowed  to  regulate  how  a 
landlord  may  withdraw  their  mits  and  displace  the 
occupants.  In  San  Francisco,  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  has  adopted,  in  addition  to  a 13th  "just 
cause"  for  eviction,  various  provisions  that 
landlords  must  comply  with  in  an  effort  to  discourage 
owners  from  evicting  their  tenants  in  order  to  sell 
the  building  or  otherwise  temporarily  remove  the 
units  from  rental. 

— Tenants  faced  with  eviction  for  this  cause  would  be 
entitled  to  the  following  compensation  to  be  paid 
before  they  move:  $1500  for  a studio  mit;  $1750  for 
a one-bedroom  unit?  $2500  for  a two  or  more  bedroom 
unit;  and  $3000  for  the  unit  if  the  tenant  is  62  or 
older  or  handicapped.  If  more  than  one  tenant  lives 
in  the  unit,  the  payment  is  to  be  split  equally. 

— Landlords  must  notify  the  Rent  Board  of  their 
intentions  and  provide  detailed  information  for 
registration  purposes.  They  must  also  file  a notice 
with  the  Recorder  (to  warn  prospective  purchasers  of 
the  building,  who  "buy"  the  following  obligations.) 

— If  the  withdrawn  units  are  rented  again  at  any 
time,  rents  to  be  charged  are  subject  to  the  rent 
control  law  as  if  never  vacated?  this  means  the  units 
are  not  to  be  decontrolled,  which  would  have 
otviously  been  a most  popular  landlord  scam. 

— If  the  withdrawn  units  are  subsequently  reoffered 
for  rental,  the  owner  must  give  the  former  tenants 
first  crack  at  their  old  rents  (if  the  tenants  had 
notified  the  owner  of  their  wish  to  reoccupy.) 
Increases  in  rent  would  require  petition  to  the  Rent 
Board.  In  addition,  the  owner  is  required  to  report 
on  the  status  of  the  building  on  a regular  schedule 
to  the  Board. 

— If  an  owner  rerents  the  units  within  one  year  of 
vacating  them,  the  former  tenants  may  sue  for  actual 
damages,  punitive  damages  of  up  to  six  months  rent, 
in  addition  to  any  additional  remedies. 

Whether  or  not  these  requirements  will  suppress  the 
profit-enhancing  instincts  of  certain  landlords  to 
run  roughshod  over  their  -renters  remains  to  be  seen. 
As  always,  if  you  are  faced  with  an  eviction  threat, 
immediately  contact  the  Tenants  Union  for  assistance. 


VACANCY 
CONTROL, 
WHEREFORE 
ART  THOU? 


The  question  must  be  asked  now  although  the  answer 
won't  be  kncwn  for  perhaps  another  17  months.  Has 
the  S.F.  Housing  and  Tenants  Council  made  a 
strategically  wise  decision  in  postponing  a Vacancy 
Control  Initiative  from  this  November's  election  to 
the  November  1987  mayor's  race  or  did  it  miss  yet 
another  opportunity  to  capture  this  most  essential 
and  elusive  policy  change?  Will  we  (the  tenants  of 
San  Francisco  and  its  self-imposed  leaders)  regret  or 
laud  our  May  14  choice?  Were  we  right  in  taking  the 
cautious  and  thorough  path,  building  stone  by  stone 
or  should  we  have  gambled  our  resources  and 
reputations  in  a mad  dash  for  the  1986  ballot? 


Time  rray  tell. 

As  it  stands,  we  are  engaged  in  a three-pronged 
strategy  to  win  real  rent  controls  in  San  Francisco. 
Inmediately,  the  Housing  and  Tenants  Council,  a loose 
coalition  of  organizations  representing  tenants' 
interests,  led  by  the  Old  St.  Mary's  Housing 
Gamut  tee  and  including  the  Affordable  Housing 

Alliance,  Golden  Gateway  Tenants  Association, 
Parkmerced  Residents  Organization,  the  Tenants  Union 
and  various  neighborhood  groups,  labor  mions  and 
individual  building  tenant  associations,  is  engaged 
in  an  uphill  campaign  to  gamer  supervisors  gutsy 
enough  to  sponsor  and  introduce  Vacancy  Control 
before  the  Board.  To  that  end,  meetings  with  all  the 
supervisors  have  been  held,  but  political  realities 
(read  campaign  contributions)  have  bred  almost 
universal  reluctance  to  step  forth  for  tenants.  This 
includes  our  best  friends,  Harry  Britt,  Nancy  Walker 
and  Doris  Ward.  Only  Willie  Kennedy  has  declared  her 
readiness  for  battle.  What's  up? 

Perhaps,  Sup.  Britt  said  it  best,  "We  don't  have  the 
votes  to  override  the  Mayor's  veto."  The  political 
reality  is  tenants  must  persuade  eight  Supervisors  to 
vote  for  and  against  Dianne  and  the  Realtors. 
Since  Richard  Hongisto  can  hide  behind  his  landlord 
mask  (some  of  his  tenants  are  members  of  the  SFRJ,  by 
the  way)  the  future  of  Vacancy  Control  by  the  City 
Hall  method  rests  with  three  obstinate  NO  votes: 
Bill  Maher,  John  Molinari  and  Louise  Fenne,  all  of 
whom  dream  of  succeeding  Mayor  Feinstein  in  1987. 
Absolutely  nobody  has  figured  out  a way  to  turn  one 
of  these  officials  around.  Perhaps  we  should  start 
counterfeiting  large  denomination  currency?  Take 
hostages?  Resort  to  begging  on  our  hands  and  knees? 
Well,  if  they  won't  budge,  maybe  Dianne  will  be 
reborn  as  a tenants  advocate?  see  pq  3 
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THIS  ISSUE  OF  TFNAtfT  TIMES  IS  DEDICATED  TO 

THE  DINEH  (N7VAJ0)  AT  BIG  KJWTAIN  WHO  FACE 

FORCIBLE  EVICTION  FROM  7VFIP  LANDS  IN  JULY. 

RESIST  RELOCATION  WITH  SIHENGTO. 


We'd  love  to  come  but  Horry  it  moonlight- 
ing this  weekend  harassing  undesirable 
tenants  for  a realty  company. 


UUHflT  DID  WE  EVER  DO 
TO  FRESNO 

TO  DESERVE  THIS  SHIT? 


Assemblyman  Jim  Costa  (D-Fresno)  must  be  the 
biggest  asshole  in  the  entire  Legislature. 
This  character  sees  himself  as  some  sort  of 
Lone  Range  r/Batman/Rambo,  Saviour  of  the 
Propertied,  Defender  of  the  Economy  and  Curse 
of  the  Urban  Dweller  rolled  into  one.  Almost 
singlehandedly,  Costa  has  carried  the  real 
estate  industry* s anti-rent  control  bill 
through  the  Assembly  and  into  the  Senate, 
where  for  what  seems  like  the  hundredth  time, 
it  sits  bogged  down  in  the  Judiciary 
Corrmittee.  On  July  1,  hundreds  of  Bay  Area 
tenants  went  up  to  Sacramento  to  watch  this 
jerk  perform  stunning  feats  of  political 
acrobatics  knowing  that  he  did  not  have  the 
neccessary  five  votes  to  pass  it  on  to  the 
full  Senate.  Instead  of  accepting  defeat  in 
a dignified  manner  that  befits  a true  hero  of 
his  caliber.  Ass.  Costa  manipulated  the  rules 
of  this  body  to  postpone  a vote  until 
sometime  in  August.  Makes  you  almost  want  to 
move  to  the  Valley  just  so  you  can  vote 
against  him. ...If  you  haven* t got  around  to 
writing  that  letter  yet  to  the  Members  of  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee,  Costa's  stall 
tactics  give  you  one  last  chance.  Urge  them 
to  bury  PB 4 83  on  behalf  of  all  renters  in  the 
state  the  NEXT  time  it  comes  before  them. 

Send  your  letters  to:  Senator  

State  Capitol,  Sacramento,  CA  95814.  The 
members  are:  Bill  Lockyer,  Ed  Davis,  John 
Doolittle,  Nicolas  Petris,  Barry  Keene,  Bob 
Presley,  Art  Torres,  Milton  Marks  and  Diane 
Watson  (how  did  they  let  a woman  on  the 
Carmittee?) . . . .You  may  have  missed  this  one. 
Governor  EUke  vetoed  $23  million  of  monies 
allocated  in  the  state  budget  to  help  shelter 
the  homeless  and  to  rehab  poor  peoples 
housing.  He  graciously  allowed  $10  million 
to  go  through  for  these  critically  needed 
programs.  What  safety  net?. .. .Hooray  for  the 
ones  who  care.  Senator  David  Roberti  and 
Assemblywoman  Maxine  Waters,  leading  the  good 
fight  in  Sacramento. 

Tenants  Union  Members  are  invited  to  attend 
and  participate  in  our  bi-weekly  Business 
Committee  meetings  held  on  alternate 
Mondays  at  5:30  pm  at  558  Capp.  Our  next 
four  meetings  are  July  7,  21,  Aug.  4,  18. 

CREDITS  FOR  THIS  ISSUE  OF  TENANT  TIMES: 
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Rent  Board  Rules...  The  Sequel 

As  has  been  our  policy  for  over  18  months,  TENANT  TIMES  continues  to 
update  our  readers  of  news  at  the  S.F.  Rent  Arbitation  Board.  In  our 
February/March  issue,  we  reprinted  a summary  of  proposed  changes  to 
the  Board's  Rules  and  Regulations,  then  being  considered.  Since 
then,  the  Board  has  held  a public  hearing  and  has,  after  weeks  of 
debate,  adopted  the  following  amendments.  Although  some  of  the 
changes  simply  formalize  existing  unwritten  policies,  there  are  a few 
new  rules  which  may  provide  tenants  with  extra  protection  against 
rent  hikes.  Keep  in  mind  that  the  Board  continues  discussion  of 
other  changes. 

REVISED  BOARD  FULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

Section  11.1  Anniversary  Date 

(Amended  March  11,  1986) 

The  anniversary  date  is  the  date  on  which  the  tenant's  current 
rent  became  effective  except  in  the  case  of  certified  capital 
improvements,  rehabilitation,  and/or  energy  conservation  work,  which, 
when  granted,  do  not  affect  or  change  the  anniversary  date.  The  next 
allowable  rent  increase  shall  take  effect  no  less  than  one  year  from 
the  anniversary  date,  but  when  imposed  after  one  year,  shall  set  a 
new  anniversary  date  for  the  imposition  of  future  rent  increases. 

Section  4.13  Pinking 

(Amended  May  6,  1986) 

(a)  A landlord  who  refrains  from  imposing  an  annual  rent 
increase,  or  any  portion  thereof,  may  accumulate  said  increase  and 
impose  that  amount  on  or  after  the  tenant's  subsequent  rent  increase 
anniversary  date;  however,  the  rent  may  be  increased  only  one  time 
every  twelve  (12)  months.  This  banked  amount  may  only  be  given  at 
the  time  of  an  annual  increase.  Only  those  increases  which  could 
have  been  imposed  on,  or  subsequent  to,  April  1,  19872,  may  be 
accumulated.  A full  12  months  must  have  elapsed  from  the  date  that 
an  annual  rent  increase,  or  a portion  thereof,  could  have  been 
imposed  before  this  banking  section  becomes  applicable.  Banked 
increases  shall  not  be  compounded;  provided  , hew  ever,  that  in  the 
event  of  retroactive  compounded  banked  increases,  Hearing  Officers 
shall  readjust  the  base  rent  to  reflect  the  properly  banked  amounts. 

Section  6.13  Agreements  to  Pay  Additional  Rent  for  Newborn 

Children 

(Adopted  April  8,  1986) 

(a)  No  extra  rent  may  be  charged  solely  for  the  addition  of  a 
newborn  child  to  an  existing  tenancy,  regardless  of  the  presence  of  a 
rental  agreement  or  lease  which  specifically  allays  for  a rent 
increase  for  additional  tenants.  Such  provisions  in  written  or  oral 
rental  agreements  or  leases  are  deemed  to  be  contrary  to  public 
policy. 

(b)  Section  6.13(a)  shall  not  be  construed,  ty  implication  or 
otherwise,  to  establish  a rule  for  cases  involving  other  children, 
rocmates  or  any  other  additional  tenants. 

PART  10  TENANT  PETITION  FOR  ARBITRATIOj 

Section  10.10  Decrease  In  Services 
(Amended  May  6,  1986) 

(a)  A tenant  may  petition  for  a reduction  of  base  rent  where  a 
landlord  has  substantially  decreased  housing  services  without  a 
corresponding  reduction  in  rent. 

(b)  A petition  for  arbitration  based  on  decreased  services 
shall  be  filed  on  a form  supplied  by  the  Board.  The  petition  shall 
be  accompanied  ty  a statement  setting  forth  the  nature  and  value  of 
the  service  for  which  the  decrease  is  being  sought,  and  the  date  the 
decrease  began  and  ended,  if  applicable. 

(c)  Except  in  extraordinary  circumstances,  or  where  there  have 
been  long  term  verifiable  oral  or  written  notices  to  a landlord  of 
decreased  services,  no  rent  decrease  for  over  twelve  (12)  months  will 
be  allowed,  nor  shall  consideration  be  given  to  an  issue  that  arose 
prior  to  one  year  preceding  the  filing  of  the  petition.  Hus 
provision  shall  not  limit  any  civil  remedies  that  would  otherwise  be 
available  to  a tenant  or  landlord. 

Section  11.14  Absence  of  Parties 

(Amended  March  11,  1986) 

(a)  If  a party  fails  to  appear  at  a properly  noticed  hearing  or 
fails  to  file  a written  excuse  for  non-appearance  prior  to  a properly 
noticed  hearing,  the  hearing  officer  may,  as  appropriate:  continue 

the  case,  decide  the  case  on  the  record  in  accordance  with  these 
rules;  dismiss  the  case  with  prejudice;  or  proceed  to  a hearing  on 

the  merits.  , , 

(b)  If  the  party  who  does  not  appear  bases  an  appeal 

substantially  on  the  fact  that  notice  of  the  hearing  was  not 
received,  the  appelant  must  attach  a declaration  aider  penalty  of 
perjury  on  a form  provided  ty  the  Rent  Board.  The  declaration  must 
include  facts  to  support  their  contention  that  the  notice  was  not 
received. 


Vacancy  Control  (from  pg  1) 


Adopting  less  drastic  tactics,  the  Council  is 
organizing  a letter-writing  and  telephone  campaign 
demanding  a change  in  these  three  supervisors'  voting 
habits  or  face  rabid  tenant  voters  in  the  November  of 
their  choice.  (Only  Sup.  Maher  faces  the  voters  this 
year...  poor  boy.)  To  dramatize  the  absolute 
necessity  for  capping  rent  levels  in  this  city  and  to 
reduce  the  natural  incentive  to  evict  households  for 
profit.  Catholic  Social  Service/San  Francisco  and  Old 
St.  Mary's  Housing  Committee  has  called  all  tenants 
in  the  city  to  rally  and  march  on  City  Hall  in  late 
July,  probably  the  28th.  Hie  rally  will  be  held  at 
St.  Mary's  Cathedral  (Gough  & Geary)  and  a march  of 
thousands  will  descend  on  City  Hall.  The  SF  Tenants 
Union  urges  all  its  members  and  their  neighbors, 
friends  and  families  to  join  this  demonstration  of 
our  power.  Bring  signs,  wear  costumes  if  you  wish, 
get  ready  to  raise  hell  with  the  Hall.  This  is  the 
beginning  of  the  real  campaign  to  Save  San  Francisco! 

If,  after  all  the  energy  and  money  spent  to  secure 
Vacancy  Control  through  the  Supervisors,  we  fail,  we 
then  soar  into  "Initiative  Mode."  No  delays  like  the 
last  time  in  1984  (another  lost  opportunity!)  We 
have  already  begun  the  fundraising  needed  to  run  a 
winning  campaign.  This  issue  of  money  had  been  a 
divisive  point  in  our  debates  this  Spring  (funny  hew 
money  does  that!)  The  Housing  and  Tenants  Council 
MUST  raise  a minimum  of  $150,000  by  this  time  next 
year  to  combat  the  landlords'  warchest  filled  with 
CUR  rents!  Our  dream  of  getting  one  dollar  from  each 
of  the  400.000  tenants  in  San  Francisco  will  never  be 
met,  but  if  the  majority  of  tenant-households 
contributed  a portion  of  their  rental  savings 
(realized  by  the  Council's  past  work)  to  this  fight, 
the  1987  Initiative  is  duck  soup. 

The  only  thing  that  can  go  wrong  with  this  approach 
is  a continuation  of  the  fear  and  apathy  that  seems 
to  afflict  so  many  people  these  days.  CXir  homes  do 
not  look  like  political  creatures.  Who  in  their 
right  mind  wants  to  do  battle  with  the  landlord  if  it 
can  be  avoided?  Why  turn  the  hearth  into  a warzone? 
Perhaps  the  answer  is  survival.  For  others,  it  is 
self-dignity.  For  some,  it's  otvious. 


Many  Families  ‘Double  Up’  Before  Asking  the  City  for  Help 

T aking  Account  of  the 

THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES,  Hidden  Homeless 


SUNDAY,  JUNE  22,  1986 


By  CRYSTAL  NIX 


— Jim 
Faye 


call  282-6622  for 

RALLY  & MARCH  INFO 


THE  new  (ace  of  the  homeless  In  New  York 
City  Is  that  of  a child.  More  than  10,000  chil- 
dren are  without  homes  — five  times  as 
many  as  in  1981  — and  they  now  make  up 
almost  half  the  city’s  homeless  population. 

The  children  and  their  parents,  primarily  single 
mothers,  are  overrunning  the  shelter  system  Bui 
even  as  the  city  struggles  to  meet  the  Immediate 
crisis,  there  is  a larger  one  lurking,  according  to 
government  officials  and  advocates  for  the  home- 
less: a vast  population  of  "hidden"  families  with- 
out shelter. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  poor  families  — no  one  can 
say  how  many  — are  living  doubled  up  or  tripled 
up  with  friends  or  relatives,  and  such  arrange- 
ments have  traditionally  been  the  last  step  before 
families  turn  to  the  city  for  help. 

Myrna  Rivera,  a 26-year-old  single  mother  with 
four  children,  is  a typical  example.  She  said  she 
fell  behind  in  her  payments  last  year  after  the 
landlord  increased  the  rent  on  her  apartment  in 
Astoria,  Queens,  and  she  and  her  children  were 
eventually  forced  to  leave.  "The  rent  was  so  high  1 
couldn't  afford  to  pay  it."  Miss  Rivera  said. 

The  family  moved  into  the  two-bedroom  apart- 
ment of  Miss  Rivera’s  mother,  she  said,  but  with 
nine  people  there  already,  the  apartment  was 
much  too  crowded.  Ultimately,  she  sought  shelter 
from  the  city. 

A municipal  survey  last  year  showed  that  18  per- 
cent of  homeless  families  arrived  at  public  shel- 
ters Immediately  after  having  been  being  evicted 
from  their  own  apartments  for  nonpayment  of 
rent . and  12  percent  arrived  after  fires  or  other  dis 
asters  ' ' A lot  of  people  could  fall  into  the  system  at 
any  time,"  said  Robert  Jorgen,  deputy  administra 
tor  of  crisis  intervention  services  at  the  Human 
Resources  Administration. 

The  results  of  another  municipal  survey,  re- 
leased last  week,  showed  that,  contrary  to  asser- 
tions Mayor  Koch  has  made,  there  is  little  evi- 
dence that  families  in  overcrowded  apartments 
voluntarily  become  homeless  in  order  to  get  better 
apartments. 

Currently  the  city  shelters  more  than  4,100  fami- 
lies in  55  welfare  hotels,  five  group  shelters  and 
four  family  centers.  Municipal  officials  estimate 
that  there  will  be  nearly  5,300  families  in  need  of 
shelter  next  year,  while  the  Partnership  for  the 
Homeless,  a coalition  of  religious  and  nonprofit 
groups,  projects  that  as  many  as  9,000  families 
may  seek  the  city’s  help. 

At  least  35,000  families  are  living  doubled  up  ille- 


gally in  apartments  owned  by  the  New  York  City 
Housing  Authority,  according  to  a city  report.  An 
additional  45,000  to  200,000  potentially  homeless 
families  live  in  overcrowded  private  apartments, 
some  nonprofit  groups  estimate. 

: The  dimensions  ol  the  human  tragedy  are  large, 
and  so  is  the  financial  burden  on  the  city,  state  and 
Federal  governments,  which  spend  $100  million  a 
year  to  shelter  families  in  New  York  City. 

Concern  has  mounted  recently,  in  part  because 
•f  a State  Appeals  Court  ruling  last  month  that  al‘ 
homeless  families  have  a right  to  emergency  shel 
ter  In  effect,  this  extended  a landmark  1979  dect 
Mon  holding  that  homeless  single  men  had  a consti 
tntiona)  right  to  shelter.  The  right  was  later  ex 
fended  to  single  women. 

* Both  municipal  officials  and  advocates  for  the 
homeless  have  also  grown  increasingly  alarmed 
About  the  long-term  effects  of  homelessness  on 
Children.  Many  experts  say  children  who  live  in 
overcrowded,  rundown  hotels  in  high-crime  neigh- 
borhoods or  in  barracks-style  shelters  are  more 
likely  than  others  to  be  malnourished  and  unedu- 
cated, to  grow  up  unskilled  and  prone  to  crime. 

"We  are  creating  a very  large  body  of  under- 
class, which  may  never  enter  the  mainstream  of 
society."  said  William  M.  Fitzhugh.  supervisor  of 
the  Board  of  Education's  hotel  shelter  unit  for 
homeless  families. 

; Critics,  who  have  long  contended  that  the  city 
has  failed  in  its  reponsibility  to  the  homeless,  say  it 
if  also  failing  to  produce  enough  new  low-income 
housing  to  stem  a rising  tide  of  homelessness  in  the 
future  Among  many  efforts  under  way  to  create 
new  housing  are  a municipal  program  that  is  reno- 
vating 3,000  to  4,000  city-owned  apartments  a year, 
and  a plan  under  which  landlords  who  rent  apart- 
ments to  the  homeless  would  be  paid  $10,000  bo- 
nuses In  a program  that  combines  private  and 
public  efforts,  a new  nonprofit  corporation  is  to 
build  a 200-unit  shelter  in  Brooklyn,  the  first  new 
housing  specifically  for  homeless  families. 

iMany  other  ideas  have  been  proposed  in  recent 
months  Among  them  is  a $4.2  billion  plan  offered 
by  Mayor  Koch  to  build  or  rehabilitate  250,000 
apartments  over  the  next  10  years,  half  of  them  for 
families  earning  less  than  $15,000  a year.  Manhat- 
tan Borough  President  David  N.  Dinkins  has  pro- 
posed that  developers  of  luxury  buildings  be  taxed 
to  finance  a trust  for  low-income  apartments. 

Even  if  many  of  the  proposed  initiatives  are  ap- 
proved, city  officials  and  advocates  for  the  home- 
leas  agree,  it  will  be  years  before  the  number  of 
apartments  for  low-income  New  Yorkers  in- 
creases significantly.  In  the  meantime,  they  say. 
many  families  living  doubled-up  in  overcrowded 
apartments  could  become  homeless. 


Sumner  in  the  city.  Tourists  flocking.  Fog 
swarming.  Baseball  and  vacations.  Politicians 
pandering,  jockeying  for  the  fall  races.  Witness  the 
latest  P.R.  from  John  "Jack"  Molinari's  office  where 
the*  realtor's  favorite  supervisor  (old  Jack's  got  BIG 
CHANGE  new)  has  introduced  a tenant  protection 
package.  The  man  who  can't  stomach  vacancy  control 
has  declared  his  desire  to  stop  unfair  evictions  ty 
requiring  D.A.  Arlo  Smith  to  conduct  a "random 
check"  of  eviction  cases  to  prosecute  the  bad  guys 
who  lie  about  their  plans  to  move  in  or  renovate  the 
unit.  C'mon!  The  D.A. 's  office  has  NEVER  taken  a 
landlord  to  task  for  violating  the  S.F.  Rent  Control 
law,  even  though  the  Rent  Board  had  referred  dozens 
of  wrongful  evictions  to  Bryant  Street.  Looking  for 
the  perfect  case,  you  know.  Molinari's  proposed  law 
would  also  have  tenants  paid  $500  to  move  out  if  the 
landlord  wanted  to  rehab  the  place.  Although  we 
believe  that  the  eviction  section  of  the  law  needs 
tightening  up,  we  question  Mr.  Molinari's  intentions 
- this  man  who  would  be  mayor  reeks  of  hypocrisy. 
His  plan  is  designed  to  waylay  the  Vacancy  Control 
Campaign  now  being  waged  ty  the  Housing  and  Tenants 
Council  (See  page  1).  Jack  is  taking  the  easy  w^ 
out,  giving  tenants  another  mealy  "solution"  to  our 
housing  crisis.  A false  sense  of  security  rather 
than  a serious  answer.  Public  hearings  will  be  held 
later  this  month. 

To  be  fair  to  the  abevanentioned  District  Attorney's 
office,  its  Consumer  Fraud  Unit  has  successfully 
prosecuted  the  city's  largest  private  landlord, 
Parkmerced.  This  was  another  case  of  corporate 
pennypinching,  but  with  thousands  of  tenants,  all 
those  pennies  add  up.  For  years,  Parkmerced  charged 
incoming  tenants  a $65  "increment"  in  addition  to  the 
deposits  allowed  ty  state  la*.  Calling  this  rent, 
the  money  was  not  refunded  when  tenants  moved.  After 
trial.  Judge  Claude  Perasso  ruled  that  Parkmerced 
violated  OCC  Section  1950.5  and  ordered  the  refund  of 
the  $65  fee  plus  interest  to  all  4259  tenants  who  had 
been  ripped  off  since  January  1978.  In  addition, 
refunds  of  $50  "transfer"  fees,  charged  tenants  who 
moved  from  one  unit  to  another  in  this  massive 
complex,  were  also  ordered  ty  the  judge.  All  told, 
Parkmerced  must  pay  over  $500,000  in  refunds,  fines 
and  costs.  That  bizarre  lease  Parkmerced  uses  must 
also  be  amended  to  explain  the  deposit  rights  under 
the  law.  New,  if  only  the  D.A.  will  do  something 
about  rent  control  violators. 


TVo  recent  victories  of  note  — the  eight  tenants  who 
withstood  Frank  Lembi's  attempted  touristif ication  of 
the  Astoria  Hotel  have  won  a major  settlement  in 
their  lawsuit  — $450,000,  the  right  to  remain  in  the 
hotel  and  the  preservation  of  the  Astoria  as  a 
residential  hotel.  The  West  Bay  Law  Collective  and 
SFNLAF  worked  together  to  win  this  one.' 

Shades  of  1977!  On  May  8,  the  S.F.  Planning 
Commission  beat  dewn  three  proposed  office  projects 
including  the  Deringer  Group's  Van  Ness  Gateway  which 
would  have  brought  Downtown  to  the  Mission, 
exposition  was  led  by  the  North  Mission  Association 
and  the  Mission  Community  Coalition.  Good  work! 

New  the  hard  part!  The  S.F.  C.A.P.  Iniatitive  is 
days  away  of  being  placed  on  the  November  ballot.  If 
you  haven't  already  signed  this  vital  petition, 
please  do  so.  The  highrise  lobby  will  do  all  it  can 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  an  honest  limit  on 
unchecked  office  expansion  (which  increases  housing 
demand  and  encourages  ever  higher  rent  levels) . Call 
665-5417  for  more  info. .. .Another  petition  is  making 
the  rounds  — the  Conmercial  Rent  Arbitration 
Initiative  sponsored  by  the  S.F.  Humanist  Party. 
Hus  law,  if  enacted  would  bring  small  businesses 
(those  with  less  than  50  full-time  employees)  under 
the  City's  Rent  Law,  and  would  limit  rent  increases 
to  75%  of  the  CPI.  Just  cause  eviction,  similar  to 
that  used  against  residential  tenants  would  also  be 
required.  Foliating  a Rent  Board  decision,  appeals 
would  be  made  to  the  American  Arbitration 
Association.  Tbe  sponsors  have  until  July  24  to 
gather  12,000  signatures  — look  for  it  on  the 
streets.  This  is  the  first  serious  effort  to  get 
commercial  rent  control  in  S.F.  Call  550-1157  for 
more  information. 

As  the  housing  shortage  worsens,  incompatible 
roommates  find  themselves  at  each  other's  throats. 
In  the  last  week  of  June,  2 separate  roaimate 
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squabbles  ended  in  death.  The  toll  mounts.... On  a 
similarly  frightening  level,  there  has  developed  in 
New  York  City  a new  creature  which  nay  soon  reach  us 
— the  lease  police.  These  are  private  detectives 
hired  ty  landlords  who  snoop  around  to  find  out  who's 
living  in  a given  apartment.  The  purpose  is  to 
unearth  "illegal"  subtenants  who  rent  from  the 
leaseholding  tenants,  thereby  denying  the  owner  the 
right  to  decontrol  the  unit.  Once  found  out,  the 
subtenants  get  eviction  notices.  As  might  be 
expected  in  this  age  of  paranoia,  lists  are  being 
developed  — one  of  these  "lease  police"  ghouls 
claims  that  he  new  has  "data  on  more  than  250,000 
people."  Welcome  to  the  city! 

Section  11.18  Burden  of  Proof  RENT  BOARD  (from  pg  2) 
(Amended  March  11,  1986) 

In  any  proceeding  before  the  Board  or  any  hearing  officer 
thereof,  the  landlord  shall  have  the  burden  of  proving  that  an 
increase  in  rent  in  excess  of  the  allowable  annual  rent  increase  is 
justified.  The  tenant  shall  have  the  burden  of  proving  that  there 
has  been  (1)  an  increase  in  the  dollar  amount  of  the  rent  in  excess 
of  the  limitations,  (2)  a rent  increase  due  to  reduction  in  housing 
services  without  a corresponding  reduction  in  rent,  and/or  (3)  a 
failure  to  perform  ordinary  rraintainence  and  repair  as  required  under 
state  and  local  law. 

Sect ion  12.15  Notices  Rega rding  Capita  il_ Impipyemen t_Wop k 
(Adopted  May  13,  ] 986) 

(a)  For  purposes  of  an  eviction  under  Section  37.9(a) (11)  of 
the  Ordinance,  the  capital  improvement  and/or  rehabilitation  work  to 
be  done  must  involve  work  that  would  make  the  unit  hazardous, 
unhealthy,  and/or  uninhabitable  while  work  is  in  progress.  If  there 
is  a dispute  between  the  landlord  and  the  tenant  as  to  whether  the 
work  that  is  to  be  performed  creates  a hazardous  or  in  heal  thy 
environment,  the  tenant  may  file  a report  of  alleged  wrongful 
eviction  with  the  Board  to  hear  the  matter. 

(b)  Copies  of  all  necessary  permits,  a description  of  work  to 
be  done  and  a reasonable  approximate  date  when  the  tenant  can 
re-occupy  the  wit  shall  be  given  to  the  tenant  prior  to  or  alcng 
with  the  notice  to  vacate.  Tbe  tenant  will  vacate  the  wit  only  for 
the  miniwun  time  required  to  do  the  work. 
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FOCUS  ON  HEALTH 

- by  Michael  McAvoy 

At  the  root  of  modern  medicine  and  its  power  to  act  in 
the  realm  of  social  control,  capital  accumulation, 
legitimation  of  the  system  and  reproduction  of  class,  race 
and  gender  inequality,  is  the  tyranny  of  Science  as  Truth. 
To  question  the  legitimacy  of  scientific  "fact"  is  to  stand 
as  Galileo  once  did  before  the  Church  of  Rome.  Science  is 
the  religion  of  capitalism  that  renders  alternative  models 
of  reality  impossible.  Recently,  two  presentations,  one  at 
New  College  and  the  other  in  Berkeley,  addressed  this 
problem  with  very  mixed  results. 

At  a forum  sponsored  by  the  Integrated  Health  Studies 
Program,  historian  of  science  and  self -described  witch  David 
Kubrin  spoke  on  "Newton's  Inside's  Out:  Magic,  Class 
Struggle  and  the  Rise  of  Mechanical  Science".  Kubrin' 8 
historical  analysis  directly  linked  the  rise  of  capitalism 
in  17th-century  England  to  the  production  of  Newton's 
mechanical  laws  of  matter  and  motion. 

To  summarize  the  argument:  rising  capitalism  needed 
more  productive  power  (i.e.  more  coal)  and  thus  more  abusive 
(of  the  earth  and  miners)  means  of  extracting  the  coal.  The 
miners'  resistance,  rooted  in  the  holistic  belief  that  the 
earth  is  a living  organism,  was  sustained  by  the  existence 
of  a pagan  witchcraft.  To  break  the  resistance,  the  witches 
were  systematically  and  cruelly  eliminated. 

Newton  was  no  dumny.  He  got  the  message  and  deleted 
from  his  soon-to-be  published  work  all  of  his  own  references 
to  the  living  nature  of  the  earth.  Thus,  the  social 
construction  of  science  --  matter  as  lifeless  and  inert  — 
allowed  for  the  rapacious  violence  of  industrial  capital. 

Kubrin' 8 powerful  analysis  comes  from  his  use  of 
historical  materialism.  He  seemed,  however,  to  lack  a 
critique  of  the  current  holistic  health  movement  and  its 
social  construction.  In  particular,  Kubrin  tended  to  reify 
witchcraft  and  mysticism.  Although  witchcraft  may  have 
stood  in  contradiction  to  extractive  capitalism,  this  is  not 
the  same  as  being  a force  of  liberation.  The  holistic 
health  movement  too  often  construes  any  alternative  to 
western  medicine  and  science  as  progressive,  rather  than 


critically  appraising  the  social  construction  of  these 
alternative  forms,  and  the  ways  that  they  may  be 
disempower ing  as  well. 

This  leads  me  on  to  the  Elmwood  Institute.  The  Elmwood 
Institute  is  the  creation  of  Pritjof  Capra  et  al.  who, 
riding  the  popularity  of  his  Tao  of  Physics,  would  create  « 
"New  Paradigm"  of  reality  through  some  spurious  connection 
of  science  and  mysticism.  On  April  27th,  the  Institute 
sponsored  a conference  entitled  "Charting  Paradigm  Shifts:  A 
Day  of  Critical  Discussion".  Not  surprisingly,  tucked  away 
in  the  Berkeley  Hills,  an  audience  of  white,  upper-middle 
class  professionals  provided  little  in  the  way  of  criticism 
and  no  self-criticism. 

Capra  laid  out  a set  of  principles  upon  which  the  New 
Paradigm  is  based:  the  whole  is  greater  than  the  sum  of  its 
parts;  systems  theory  (wherein  the  problems  are  not  of 
contradiction  but  just  learning  how  to  work  together), 
networking,  "approximate  description",  non-violence;  etc. 
These  principles  seem  less  dedicated  to  producing  liberating 
knowledge  than  to  blurring  reality.  Politically,  they  would 
obliterate  the  notion  of  conflict  (i.e.  class  struggle).  As 
with  Newton's  "Old  Paradigm",  knowledge  is  constructed  to 
serve  the  interests  of  capital.  How  convenient  that  those 
who  benefit  from  their  economic  position  would  produce  a 
model  for  reality  which  disempowers  and  discredis  those  who 
would  see  the  black  and  white  of  oppression  and  use  whatever 
means  necessary  to  overcome  it. 

Just  as  Newtonian  physics  was  constructed  to  justify 
the  capitalism  of  the  17th  - 19th  centuries,  so  does  this 
"New  Paradigm"  act  to  legitimize  monopoly  capital,  imperial- 
ism and  underdevelopment.  No  "systems  theory"  can  explain 
away  the  contradiction  between  capitalist  ownership  and  the 
exploited  laboring  class. 

[McAvoy  is  Director  of  the  Integrated  Health  Studies  Program 
at  New  College,  a program  which  looks  beyond  the  individual 
and  techno-medical  to  recognize  and  examine  the  social, 
political,  economic,  technological,  cultural  and  ecological 
dimensions  of  health.  Call  626-1694  for  more  information.] 
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I first  arrived  in  San  Francisco  from  Chicago  during 
the  winter  of  1976,  when  a major  drought  afflicted 
California.  While  farmlands  and  vineyards  were  parched,  and 
cows  dehydrating  on  the  dusky  earth  were  turning  into  images 
that*  could  have  been  painted  by  Georgia  O'Keefe,  the  city 
itself  had  the  nicest  weather  winter  could  provide. 

The  sun  was  out  every  day.  It  was  never  too  hot  nor 
too  cold  and  it  never  rained.  The  deterioration  was  not  in 
view  save  for  bricks  carefully  placed  into  the  water  tanks 
of  toilets  to  conserve  precious  fluid,  but  even  these  were 
covered  over  by  tank  tops.  In  San  Francisco,  the  drought 
was  perceptible  only  in  the  abstract,  much  like  the 
Chernobyl  disaster  now. 

On  one  of  those  sunny  days  I picked  up  a copy  of  the 
Sunday  newspaper.  I took  it  to  the  twenty-five  hour 
doughnut  shop  on  Twentieth  and  Mission,  as  neither  the 
Clarion  nor  the  Picaro  existed  yet.  I opened  It  up, 
spilling  coffee  on  the  face  of  Bill  Hearst  Junior,  whose 
evil  eye  has  graced  the  front  page  of  the  Examiner  every 
Sunday  for  as  long  as  I have  been  in  town. 

His  editorial  tried  to  convince  me  we  should  go  to  war, 
deport  Mexican  farmworkers,  blow  up  the  International  Hotel 
with  people  still  in  it  and  otherwise  act  in  an  irrespon- 
sible manner.  I couldn't  believe  how  bad  this  guy  was  until 
I came  across  Guy  Wright's  column  in  the  same  editorial 
section,  and  he  was  even  worse. 

Over  the  years  I have,  on  occasion,  accidentally  read 
Guy's  column.  He  attacked  bilingual  education  and  bilingual 
ballots  when  they  were  in  vogue.  He  wanted  to  deny  the 
right  to  vote  to  anyone  who  couldn't  pass  an  English 
literacy  test.  His  column  and  Bill  Junior's  are  still 
consistently  offensive. 

In  the  June  15th  issue  of  the  Examiner,  William 
Randolph  Hearst  Junior  advocated  giving  more  aid  to  the 
junkies  and  felons  he  calls  "freedom  fighters"  in  Nicaragua, 
threatening  the  "eventual  necessity  of  American  military 
intervention  in  Central  America."  His  choice  of  words 
indicates  the  position  he  is  trying  to  promote:  the  accep- 
tance that  the  United  States  will  send  troops  there  sooner 
or  later.  His  strategy  is  not  so  much  to  support  the  moral 
right  of  the  contras,  as  to  present  war  as  an  inevitability. 


One  might  think  he  was  deviously  trying  to  appeal  to  the 
more  conservative  of  liberals,  reasoning  that  if  they  accept 
war  will  occur  sooner  or  later,  aid  to  the  contras  will  be 
seen  as  a preventative  rather  than  a stimulant  to  it. 

Hearst  proceeded  to  compare  President  Daniel  Ortega  of 
Nicaragua  to  Col.  Gadhafl  of  Libya,  whom  his  paper  has 
invested  heavily  in  promoting  as  an  hysteric.  He  threatened 
that  the  situation  in  Nicaragua  will  become  worse  than  Libya 
if  we  deny  the  contras  support  now. 

How  much  of  an  immediate  or  eventual  threat  the 
Sandinistas  or  the  contras  will  ever  pose  to  the  North 
Mission  is  not  even  worth  considering,  yet  that  is 
ultimately  what  Big  Bill  is  saying  if  he's  talking  to  us, 
isn't  it?  Actually,  there  is  more  than  enough  support  for 
Daniel  Ortega  in  the  North  and  South  Mission;  it  is  Bill  and 
Guy  we  have  to  watch  out  for.  After  all,  Bill  Junior's 
editorial  policy  promotes  violence  against  the  families  and 
friends  of  amny  people  who  live  here  and  have  roots  in 
Central  America,  and  Guy's  opposition  to  bilingualism  was 
discriminatory. 

As  I've  never  liked  what  the  Guy  has  written,  I was 
interested  to  notice  his  column  on  Baby  Jesse,  in  the  same 
June  15th  issue  of  the  Examiner.  He  raised  the  issue  of  who 
should  decide  whether  a severely  handicapped  infant  should 
be  kept  alive.  He  played  it  like  an  objective  journalist 
which,  as  a columnist,  he  is  not,  but  he  was  able  to  use 
this  style  as  a cloak  to  mask  his  true  intentions.  He  did 
not  take  a side.  Instead,  he  maintained  the  question  should 
be  set  aside  for  the  time  being. 

Guy  wright ly  connected  the  Baby  Jesse  issue  with  the 
wright-to-lifers , who  are  trying  to  end  legalized  abortion. 
He  said,  "The  question  of  life  and  death  for  the  defective 
newborn  becomes  Inevitably  tied  to  the  rancorous  debate  over 
abortion."  He  went  on  to  say  that  because  of  this 
connection,  it  is  premature  to  attempt  to  resolve  the 
problem  and  advocated  sitting  on  it  for  awhile,  presumably 
until  the  abortion  questoin  has  been  resolved. 

Apparently,  Guy  counts  among  his  minions  a good  number 
of  ant i-abortioniBts , and  for  good  reason.  He  must  have 
felt  that  taking  a stand  on  this  issue  either  way  would  cut 
into  his  popularity.  At  the  same  time,  he  saw  some  benefit 
in  bringing  it  up.  It  helped  him  present  himself  as  a moral 
type  of  Guy.  As  a man  who  advocates  decreasing  the  life  and 
liberty  of  many  people  in  this  country,  he  must  feel  he 
needs  some  humanist  advertising. 

I find  it  interesting  that  someone  who  accepts  the 
deportation  of  El  Salvadorians  to  face  death  squads  in  their 
country,  and  who  cries  out  in  jubilation  when  the  United 
States  government  bombs  civilians  in  Libya,  takes  it  upon 
himself  to  ask  whether  or  not  we  should  keep  severely 
handicapped  babies  alive  and  then  doesn't  even  express  an 
opinion.  You'd  think  the  bloodthirsty  mogul  would  just  want 
to  go  ahead  and  shoot  them. 
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Cutting  Red  Tape  at  the  EDD 

- by  Steve  Driggs 

Around  11  AM  on  June  7th,  at  the  State  Unemployment  at 
Army  and  Mission,  a woman  announced  to  our  "filling-out- 
application  class"  that  a man  was  outside  in  the  main  office 
swinging  a gun  around.  At  that  time,  about  25  of  us  were  in 
one  of  these  windowless  rooms  only  found  in  government 
buildings,  waiting  for  our  instructor  to  review  our 
applications.  The  process  was  moving  right  along,  since  we 
had  already  been  shown  a slideshow  on  how  to  fill  them  out. 

At  the  startling  news,  the  instructor  simply  told  the 
woman  with  the  news  to  lock  the  door.  Meanwhile,  she 
continued  with  her  reviews.  I decided  to  get  out  of  there 
and  have  a look  for  myself. 

I discovered  a small  crowd,  standing  on  folding  chairs, 
looking  over  a four  foot  partition  at  the  gunswinging 
culprit  who  was  now  captured  and  on  the  floor . State  and 
security  cops  had  him  on  his  stomach,  handcuffed  behind,  and 
his  legs  bound  with  rope.  The  suspect  was  silent.  Further 
back,  a man  was  sitting  at  a desk,  holding  a towel  to  his 
head.  City  cops  were  just  pulling  up  outside. 

I asked  the  gallery  what  had  happened,  but  got  only  the 
wry  comments  and  puzzled  looks  one  usually  gets  in  those 
situations.  When  it  was  agreed  no  one  was  hurt  seriously, 
some  of  us  began  chanting:  "We  want  jobs!  We  Want  Jobs!"  A 
State  cop  hurried  over  to  tell  us  to  shut  up. 

The  Examiner  later  reported  that  Lou  Manping  Tse,  43,  a 
recently  unemployed  computer  programmer,  had  regurned  to  the 
center  around  11  AM.  He  then  walked  past  20  people,  leaped 
the  office  partition,  pulled  a rifle  out  from  und^j:  his  long 
green  coat  and  pointed  it  at  Supervisor  Barbara  Clare.  At 
8:30  the  same  morning,  Ms.  Clare  had  informed  Tse  he  was 
ineligible  for  benefits  because  he  had  quit  his  last  job 
rather  than  being  laid  off. 

Now,  Clare  looked  up  and  began  to  scream.  Another 
supervisor,  Greg  Gadsby,  charged  Tse  and,  with  the  help  of 
several  others,  wrestled  the  gun  away  as  Tse  pulled  the 
trigger  five  or  six  times.  Undaunted,  Tse  then  pulled  a 
hatchet  out  from  under  his  coat  and  struck  Gadsby  several 
glancing  blows  about  the  head  before  being  overpowered 
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FRANKIE  SAYS 


Frankie  talks  about  action  in  the  Mission 
Frankie 

Does  not  like  the  noise  from  Pay  N'Pak  at  night, 

The  noise  will  wake  Frank  up  so  he  will  be  too  sleepy 
To  go  to  school  at  7:55  in  the  morning. 

Frankie  does  not  like  drugs  such  as:  Coke,  Pot,  P.C.P.,  all 

These  drugs  are  no  good  for  your  body.  The  main  crime  is 
Auto  theft.  Frankie  says,  "Mission,  shape  up  or  E-L-S-E!!!" 

Frankie  talks  about  action  in  the  Mission.  Frankie  does  not 
like  the  noise  from  Pay  N'Pak  at  night,  the  noise  will  wake 
Frank  up  so  he  will  be  too  sleepy  to  go  to  school  at  7:55  in 
the  morning.  Frankie  does  not  like  drugs  such  as:  Coke, 

Pot,  P.C.P.,  all  these  drugs  are  no  good  for  your  body.  The 
main  crime  is  auto  theft.  Frankie  says,  "Mission,  shape  up 
or  E-L-S-E! !!" 


- by  Shayne  Gaxiola  (Age  13)  and  Mandy  Finneran 
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again.  Gadsby  was  later  taken  to  San  Francisco  General  and 
treated  for  lacerations  to  the  head  and  face  and  released. 

The  rifle  that  miraculously  misfired  was  discovered  to 
have  a full  clip  of  15  shots.  Six  additional  clips,  fully 
loaded,  were  found  in  Tse's  pockets. 

A couple  of  days  later,  I asked  UE  office  manager  Inez 
Isman  if  she  thought  the  Unemployment  Department  had  a 
public  relations  problem.  She  answered  no.  Their  policy  in 
the  last  few  years  has  been  to  speed  up  the  application 
process  and  get  people  in  and  out  faster.  "Someone  like  Tse 
could  show  up  in  a supermarket  or  anyplace,"  she  said. 

"But  this  man  is  unemployed,"  I responded,  "don't  you 
see  the  difference?"  She  told  me  the  interview  was  making 
her  nervous  and  abruptly  brought  it  to  a halt.  She  gave  me 
a phone  number  in  Sacramento  for  further  questions. 

So  Tse's  retaliation  against  bureaucracy  turned  into  a DREAM  STR 
fiasco.  Luckily,  no  one  was  seriously  hurt.  But  it's  a 
reminder  to  all  those  who  serve  the  public  that  some  clients 
get  terribly  fed  up  with  the  short  shrift. 

(Lou  Manping  Tse  was  booked  on  two  counts 
of  attempted  murder.) 
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SWEATSHOPS 


The  Mission  is  a community  of  ethnic  and  cultural 
diversity,  great  restaurants  and  friendly  people.  The 
Mission  is  also  home  to  the  garment  sweatshop.  To  the 
public' 8 eye,  these  factories  were  eliminated  in  the  1930s 
and  19408  with  the  advent  of  organized  labor  and  labor  law. 
In  fact,  however,  the  sweatshops  never  disappeared  and  are 
growing  in  number  at  an  alarming  rate  in  the  Bay  Area. 

The  garment  sweatshop  is  characterized  by  low,  often 
sub-minimum  wages.  Overtime  pay  requirements  of  Federal  and 
State  law  are  usually  ignored  by  the  shop  owners.  In  some 
instances,  time  cards  are  doctored  to  show  only  regular 
hour 8 worked. 

A typical  work  week  is  6 or  7 days,  10-12  hours  each 
day.  Workers  are  endangered  by  poor  sanitary  conditions, 
inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation,  blocked  entrances  and 
exists  and  decaying  building  conditions.  The  sweatshop 
owner  provides  no  health  Insurance,  no  vacation  pay,  no 
retirement  pension  and  no  child  care.  These  conditions  force 
some  women  workers  to  bring  their  children  to  the  shop  to  be 
in  dangerous  and  unhealthy  circumstances  because  of  a lack 
of  money  for  proper  child  care. 

Close  to  90%  of  the  workers  in  garment  shops  are  women. 
About  95%  of  these  workers  are  members  of  minority  communi- 
ties, mostly  Asians  and  Latinos.  Because  of  their  lack  of 
English  fluency,  other  marketable  skills,  fear  of  blacklist- 
ing and  lack  of  knowledge  about  their  legal  rights,  these 
workers  are  easy  prey  for  the  abusive  system  that  dominates 
the  garment  industry.  it  is  ironic  that  immigrants  come  to 
this  country  to  escape  exploitation  and  end  up  being 
exploited  as  shamelessly  in  sweatshops  here  as  they  were  in 
their  native  lands. 

The  industry  itself  is  controlled  by  the  jobber  or 
manufacturer.  The  manufacturers  design  the  garments  and  may 
produce  some  of  the  in  their  own  sewing  shops.  These  "inside 
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shops"  generally  provide  a better  wage  and  more  pleasant 
working  conditions  than  the  sweatshop.  The  manufacturers 
sell  their  garments  to  retailers  or  distributors  under  their 
own  label  name(s). 

The  current  trend  in  California's  garment  industry  is 
for  the  manufacturers  to  do  less  or  none  of  their  own  sewing 
becoming,  in  effect,  jobbers.  A jobber  merely  designs  and 
markets  the  garments.  Both  the  jobber  and  the  manufacturer 
use  contractors  to  sew  the  garments.  In  many  cases  the 
contractor  will  also  ship  the  finished  garments  to  the 
retailer. 

By  utilizing  contractors,  the  costs  of  maintaining 
employees  and  facilities  for  production  are  eliminated. 
According  to  law,  manufacturers  are  not  responsible  for 
anything  that  happens  in  the  contracting  shop,  even  if  they 
are  the  ones  benefitting  from  the  completed  garments 
produced  there.  It  is  at  the  contracting  level  that  the 

most  extensive  exploitation  of  workers  takes  place. 

There  are  over  one  hundred  (100)  manufacturers/ jobbers 

in  the  Bay  Area.  Only  two  of  these  are  unionized; There 

are  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  (350)  contracting  shops  in 
the  Bay  Area.  Only  a few  of  these  shops  are  union. 

The  contractor  employs  cutters,  spreaders,  seamstresses, 
trimmers,  pressers  and  other  classifications.  Approximately 
80%  of  the  cos t s of  garment  production  are  accounted  for  by 
the  c os t of  labor,  the  wages  and  benefits  paid  to  the 
workers.  In  order  to  underbid  their  competitors,  the 
contractor  will  depress  wages  as  far  as  possible  and 
eliminate  other  labor  costs  by  providing  no  fringe  benefits. 
The  manufacturers  and  jobbers  know  that  they  will  get  their 
work  done  for  the  lowest  possible  cost  since  each  contractor 
will  attempt  to  undercut  the  others. 

In  the  world  of  the  contractor,  it  is  not  survival  of 
the  fittest.  It  is  survival  of  the  cheapest. 

The  following  garment  shops  are  located  in  and  near  the 
Mission.  This  is  only  a partial  listing. 

Accord  ,~Tnc. , 1943  Mission  Street 

Alpha  Sportswear,  Inc.,  2525  16th  Street 

Asia  Sewing  Factory,  Inc.,  180  Capp  Street 

Bay  Bias  Binding  Co.,  500  Florida  Street 

Chico  Productions,  Inc.,  2525  16th  Street 

Choy  Young  Allen,  1867  Mission  Street 

Gum  Fah,  Inc.,  1875  Mission  Street 

Gum  Ling,  Inc.,  1881  Mission  Street 

House  of  Char,  Inc.,  777  Florida  Street 

Inti.  Freda  Trading  Corp.,  2169  Mission  Street 

Kwok  Lee  Sewing  Co.,  174  Capp  Street 

Lee  Kim  Co.,  2121  Mission  Street 

M & D Company,  2121  Mission  Street 

Mabel  Sewing,  174  Capp  Street 

Monochrome  Inc.,  2141  Mission  Street 

Now  Designs,  Inc.,  540  Hampshire  Street 

Piedmont  of  San  Francisco,  341  S.  Van  Ness  Ave. 

Reunion  Blues,  2525  16th  Street 
S & N Cutting  Service,  2525  16th  Street 
Sing  Lee  Sewing  Co.,  180  Capp  Street 
■■■i  Skylight  Sewing  Factory,  180  Capp  Street 
Unique  Sewing  Co.,  1867  Mission  Street 
United  Commercial  Pressing,  350  Florida  Street 
_ Winners  Sewing  Co..  2141  Mission  Street 
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Sex  is  Revenge,  Sex  is  Revenge,  Sex  is  Revenge!!! 
Scrawled  all  over  the  city  on  walls  both  mighty  and  meager, 
Sex  is  Revenge.  This  message  bothered  me  more  than  a 
little.  Then  about  a month  ago  at  the  corner  of  Haight  and 
Steiner,  I found  Sex  is  Revenge...  and  Good  Sex  is  the  Best 
Revenge!  This  is  what  graffiti  is  all  about,  the  right  to 
express  a belief  or  emotion  anonymously  and  the  risk  of 
having  that  belief  or  emotion  debunked  publicly.  It's  kind 
of  like  being  a columnist. 

I was  very  pleased  with  the  Graffiti  Wars  column  in 
last  month's  News  featuring  the  positions  of  S.F.  Supervisor 
Doris  Ward  (anti-graffiti),  and  Media  Critic  Tom  Ferentz 
(pro-choice).  What  pleased  me  most  was  having  my  own  paper 
supply  me  with  the  inspiration  for  this  month's  scrutiny  of 
attitudes  down  at  City  Hall.  I have  been  spared  the  drivel 
of  the  Crock  and  Big  X,  and  all  the  calls  to  Supes-R-Us. 

In  the  past  I have  singled  out  Sup.  Ward  as  not  having 
much  to  say,  but  how  shocking  to  see  her  ake  half  a page  to 
commit  the  act.  She  wants  to  fight  graffiti  with  a "Poster 
Contest"!  Well,  heck,  why  not  get  radical,  have  an  Anti- 
Graffiti  Bake  Sale!  Come  on  gang,  let's  put  on  A SHOW! 

To  deal  with  existing  graffiti.  Sup.  Ward  suggests  the 
ever  popular  "neighborhood  clean-up  campaign".  This  is  a 
politician's  way  of  saying  "Do  it  yourself,  I'm  busy." 

I don't  claim  to  be  a genius  or  anything,  but  has  it 
occurred  to  anyone  that  if  we  need  posters  to  make  us  aware 
of  graffiti  then  "the  problem"  can't  be  all  that  bad?  I 
don't  mind  kids  putting  their  initials  on  the  bus  seat  with 
magic  marker;  I want  to  catch  the  fool  who  keeps  leaving  his 
gum  there. 

You  can  bet  that  people  in  Pacific  Heights  or  down  in 


the  financial  district  aren't  worried  about  graffiti  because 
they  don't  see  very  much  of  it.  Most  graffiti  seems  to  show 
up  in  poorer  neighborhoods  and  a good  deal  of  that  graffiti 
is  political  in  nature.  Gee,  Sup.  Ward,  why  do  you  thir  k 
that  is? 

I have  tried  applying  Sup.  Ward's  methods  to  some  oth* r 
problems  we  hear  about  from  time  to  time  to  see  what  I cou  d 
come  up  with.  I don't  think  I did  that  bad;  I'm  at  least  as 
practicle  as  Ms.  Ward i 

The  problem  of  the  homeless?  We  are  going  to  propose 
the  "Move  Along  Bub"  poster  contest  awarding  a prize  to  the 
student  who  comes  up  with  the  poster  that  most  effectively 
encourages  homeless  people  to  get  out  of  our  neighborhood. 
Along  with  the  contest  there  will  be  a neighborhood  clean-up 
campaign  (or  sweep)  of  concerned  citizens  who  will  take  it 
upon  themselves  to  put  the  homeless  on  buses  out  of  town. 
Presto!!  No  more  homeless  problem!! 

The  problem  of  illegal  aliens?  How  about  the  "Turn  In 
Your  Poor,  Your  Tired,  Your  Huddled  Masses"  poster  contest 
awarding  a prize  to  the  student  who  can  prove  citizenship 
and  most  effectively  encourages  people  to  inform  on 
neighbors  who  have  no  green  card.  Along  with  the  contest 
there  will  be  a neighborhood  clean-up  campaign  (or  sweep) 
that  will  round  up  illegal  aliens  so  they  can  be  sent  back 
to  poverty,  oppression  and  possible  murder,  but  that's  their 
look-out.  Presto,  no  more  illegal  alien  problem!! 

The  problem  of  people  urinating  in  the  street?  We'll 
have  the  "Tie  a Knot  In  It  Fella"  poster  contest  with  the 
grand  prize  going  to  the  student  who  comes  up  with  the  best 
map  to  Wendy  Nelder's  house.  (is  there  no  end  to  these 
Nelder  bathroom  hokes?  I guess  not!)  The  neighborhood 
clean-up  campaign  will  consist  of  concerned  citizens  who 
will  make  citizens  arrests  of  shop  keepers  who  fail  to  keep 
their  sidewalks  clean.  Presto!  No  more  stench  problem. 

The  one  problem  that  can't  be  sloughed  off  with  a 
pos ter  contest  and  a clean-up  campaign  is  the  problem  of  one 
poor  soul  out  there  somewhere  who  has  told  the  world  that 
they  think  sex  is  revenge.  Whoever  you  are,  my  heart  goes 
out  to  you. 
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The  foJ  lowing  "is  an  interview  of  Jack  Wickert.  Andy  Pollack 


M.P. 

Jack,  tell  us  a breif  history  of  what  was  here  before 
Farm  what  you  and  Bonnie  had  in  mind. 


and  Valerie  Stack  whom  I have  known  and  loved  for  years. 

M p By  Michael  Page. 

So  you  think  it  is  true  to  its  original. 


the 


J.W. 

Bonnie  and  I met  by  chance,  independant ly  of  what  each  of  us 
was  doing  in  our  life.  She  lived  accross  the  street  and 
worked  with  Buena  Vista  School  trying  to  save  some  of  the 
dairy  buildings  that  were  here,  that  got  torn  down,  so  they 
could  use  them  as  a school.  Bonnie  also  did  conceptual  art; 
freeway  art,  was  involved  in  education  programs  in  art  and 
was  teaching  art  at  San  Francisco  State. 

At  that  time  I was  the  art  council  representi tive  from 
the  Mime  Troupe  involved  with  persuing  neighborhood  art 
facilities;  sharing  money,  when  the  City  was  going  to  build 
an  opera  house  downtown. 

There  were  a lot  of  artists  that  needed  space  so  I saw 
these  buildings  here.  They  were  empty.  All  these  buildings 
were  actually  interconnected.  Just  coming  back  from  a 
theatre  festval  in  Mexico  City  and  seeing  an  exhibit  of  a 
Mayan  Village...  You  could  see  the  whole  Mayan  village  was 
interconnected:  artists'  space,  the  food  space,  the  ritual 
space,  the  washing  space.  Early  models  that  we  came  up  with 
used  this  and  connected  the  buildings  to  the  land  and  to  the 
concept  of  being  a farm. 


Also  there  was  a lot  of  information  at  that  time  in  the 
newspapers  about  food,  feeding  the  world.  This  was  1972. 
There  were  people  doing  community  gardens.  I started 
bouncing  the  idea  off  people  "hey,  what  do  you  think  about  a 
model  farm  in  the  city?"  and  they'd  say,  " Hey  it's  a great 
idea."  People  were  doing  family  plots  in  alleyways  down  in 
the  South  of  Market  and  the  Mission  seemed  like  the  logical 
place.  The  freeway  hadn't  had  it's  landscaping  done  at  that 
time  so  it  was  sort  of  an  open  canvas  for  people  to  figure 
out  what  to  do...  edible  landscapes ...  so  the  concept  of  a 
farm;  of  using  that  four-and-a-half  acre  concrete  foundation 
that  the  dairy  left  the  community  to  put  something  like  a 
farm  out  there  and  to  utilize  it,  why  not?  Nobody  was  doing 
anything  else  with  it  at  the  time.  The  same  with  these 
buildings.  There  were  two  drunks  sleeping  downstairs.  It 
was  sort  of  a concept  of  the  collective  unconscious  of  what 
people  were  doing. 


Bonnie  was  a great  grant  writer  and  conceptual  artist 
the  bigger  sense  and  was  able  to  get  us  money.  We  paid 
or  the  first  six  months  out  of  our  own  pockets:  I driving  a 
taxi,  Bonnie  being  a waitress  at  Andy's  Doughnuts. 


ro 


We  took  over  the  buildings  piece  by  piece.  When  Bonnie 
got  a grant  to  do  educational  programs  in  the  basement  we 
started  bringing  animals  in.  We  had  meetings  with  the 
archetects  who  were  doing  the  landscaping  and  got  a lease 
from  Caltrans  to  do  the  landscaping  out  here  and  across  the 
way.  Mr.  Bloom  who  owned  the  lot  next  door  allowed  us  to 
start  putting  garden  beds  into  it. 

The  City  didn't  want  to  give  the  park  over  to  the 
animals  so  we  took  on  the  responsibility.  If  all  the  energy 
to  take  care  of  the  animals  was  chanaled  into  maintaining 
just  another  cultural  center  we  probablly  wouldn't  be  in  the 
straights  we're  in  today.  We  were  closed  down,  too,  just 
prior  to  the  democratic  corvention,  sameway  like  the  Indian 
Center  and  the  Women's  Building  got  closed  down  at  the  same 
time,  in  that  time  we  didn't  have  any  Income  and  that's 
still  affecting  us  today,  we  still  haven't  picked  up  from 
that. 

Anyway  the  times  of  course  have  changed.  This  is  not 
1974  any  more.  It  beyond  1984.  Altruism  has  gone  out  the 
window  in  a lot  of  cases.  I'm  Inspired  a lot  to  maintain  it 
mainly  becaue  I see  it  as  really  being  used;  whether  it's  a 
group  or  individual  meeting  space,  a place  where  people  can 
work  up  the  Vaudeville  festival,  so  many  people:  Bill 

Irwin,  Geoff  Hoyle,  Reinhabitory  Theatre.  Peter  Coyote  Mr. 
E.T.  himself.  As  a lifetime  resident  artist/musician  from 
the  Mission  I'm  proud  that  these  groups  have  been  able  to 
use  it.  I could  go  on:  Batachanga,  Batucaje  as  well  as 

daycare.  We've  had  daycare  here  for  almost  eight  or  nine 
years.  We  have  maybe  six  tours  a week  of  school  kids  that 
never  see  an  animal  and  then  a lot  of  the  kids  say  "yes,  yes 
I used  to  see  them  in  El  Salvador  or  Mexico.  My  grandfather 
has  them  today."  Where  else  in  the  city  can 
with  300  lbs.  of  honey  a year? 


you 


come 


up 


f,  looking  at 
involved.  I 


J.W. 

Sometimes  I have  a hard  time  separating  myse! 
it  objectively,  without  being  so  personally 
grew  up  in  this  environment.  I know  what  a dead  corner  this 
has  been  through  a good  part  of  my  life  and  what  life  that 
this  place  has  actually  brought,  including  the  park  and  the 
spaces  down  here.  The  people  here,  through  all  their  own 
purposes  and  intents  reach  out  through  whatever  work  they  do 
into  our  community  and  bring  people  down  here  who  use  the 
space.  It's  needed  by  not  only  my  own  peer  group  but  by  the 
mommas  and  pappa  who  have  their  kids  come  down,  who  need  it. 
This  is  one  of  the  heaviest  impacted  neighborhoods  in  the 
city  in  terms  of  children  other  than  Chinatown;  right  here. 
We've  had  well  over  150  neighborhood  kids  that  have  worked 
here  and  gotten  minimum  wage.  I sat  in  the  park  yesterday 
and  two  kids,  two  of  the  local  cholos  hanging  out  in  their 
cars,  every  time  they  see  these  trees  down  there  that  are 
now  reaching  up  over  the  freeway  they  remember  they  had  a 
part  in  putting  them  in. 

M.P. 

But  you’re  struggling  to  survive. 


is,  basically, 
to  work  with  the 


education ; 
animals.  I 


What 
environmental 


I want  to 
education . 

want  to  work  in  the  gardens  with 
That's  my  personal  goal  here.  If 
I was  going  to  do  that  or  if  anyone  was  going  to  do  that, 
some  additional  funding  would  have  to  come  in  in  order  to 
pay  someone  to  do  that. 


children  and  with  adults. 


M.P. 

How  do  you  relate 
goes  on  here? 


to  the  punk  scene  and  the  rock  scene  that 


J.W. 

They're  different.  Ask  me  what  I think  about  the  African 
music  scene.  There's  the  reggae  music  scene,  there's  the 
salsa  music...  some  of  it's  not  always  my  cup  of  tea.  But 

when  you  think  that  there  might  be  as  many  as  fifteen  or 
twenty  bands  playing  here  over  a weekend ...  musicians  who  are 
learning  to  play,  getting  out  in  front  of  audiences  in  some 
ways  that's  even  an  educational  process  as  well. 

It's  easy  to  see  how  things  that  were  once  ostricized  become 
very  vouge. 


A NON-PROFIT  COMMUNITY/ARTS  CENTER 
PARTY  AT  SF’S  MOST  UNIQUE  DANCE  HALL 


Thursday.  July  3. 6 PM-Mklnlght  $3 

Beyond  the  Spoken  word.  Whorl  Speak  (poetry) 

flday.  July  4. 7 PM  ■■  $750 

FLIPPER 

Tex  & the  Horseheads  • Bomb  • The  Afflicted  • Noize  Bolz 

Saturday.  July  5. 8 PM  BENEFIT  FOR  THE  FARM  "SFS  FARM  AID” 

Monkey  Rhythm  • Typhoon  • Convictions 

spedal  guests  Indudlng  Norman  Salant  & members  of  wire  Train 
D0N7  in  THEM  FORECLOSE  THIS  FARM! 

Sunday.  July  6. 3 pm  KID'S  day  vaudevue  show 

vaudeville  Nouveau  • Squeezebox  Theater 
• Derlque  McGee 

Come  early  & see  the  animals! 

Thursday,  July  17, 7:30  PM  & Friday.  July  18. 8 pm  $10.50  advance  at  BASS/S13  at  the  door 

exodus  plus  Heathen 

mo  chains,  spikes  or  bottles  please) 

Saturday.  July  19. 8 PM  BENEFIT  FOR  THE  FARM  "$I 

Performance  & Readings  by  Russ  Scheldler, 
Francesca  Borgotta,  Ram,  others 

Friday,  July  25. 8 PM  $6 

CLUB  FOOT  ORCHESTRA  • TRIPOD  JIMMIE 
Piglatin  • Ten  Tall  Men 


’aturdav  June  76  8 PM 

Francisco  Aguabella  & His  Hitting  Hot  Band 


$6 
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1099  Potrero  Ave  S.F  826-4290  ALL  AGES  WELCOME 
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What  other  things  are  being  done  to  solve  the  economic 
problems  you  face? 

Our’ fund  raising  has  to  go  along  with  our  people  raising  and 
with  a raising  of  people's  understanding  of  this  place, 
understanding  how  it  works  and  how  it  functions.  It  implys 
grassroots  All  the  things  about  this  place  imply  word  of 
mouth,  talking  to  people  and  hopefully  that  person  Is  going 

to  talk  to  somebody  else... sort  of  the  99th  monkey  effect. 

It's  important  to  remember  that  this  place  is  here  to  serve 
people  and  it  also  needs  to  be  run  by  people.  Just  the 
amount  of  work  involved  in  maintaining  the  gardens  and  the 
animals  is  pretty  constant.  When  you  also  are  running  a 
business  like  the  theatre  business  and  putting  on  shows 
every  weekend...  We  are  going  to  call  on  some  of  the  people 
who  use  the  place  and  also  have  some  interest  in  preserving 
it. 

The  Farm  may  be  receiving  an  eviction  notice  at  this  very 
moment  from  it's  landlords.  If  you  haven't  discovered  the 
Farm  drop  what  you're  doing,  grab  some  kids  and  head  out  to 
Army  and  Potrero.  If  everyone  who  loves  the  Farm  sends  just 
a small  contribution  or  calls  826-4290  and  asks  how  they  can 
help  we  can  keep  it  from  being  redeveloped 


We  invite  you  to  join  in  the  7th  anniversary  of  Nicaragua's 
July  19,  1979  Sandinista  Revolution. 

will  be  included. 

RALLY:  Dolores  Park  (Dolores  St.  between  18th  & 19th  Sts.)  Music, 
dance,  Theatre,  speakers. 
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AUNT  MARY’S  Wg 
RESTAURANT’'^ 

Mexican  & American  Cuisine 

Try  our  excellent  dishes  in  a nice  atmosphere 

INFLATION  FIGHTER  SPECIALS: 

No.  1 Two  buttermilk- pancakes,  two  strips  1.49 

of  bacon,  one  egg ■ 1 

No.  2 Two  large  eggs,  hash  brown  potatoes  *149 
toast  & jelly  

No.  3 Huevos  Rancheros  • two  fried  eggs 

topped  with  Monterrey  Jack  cheese  o QQ 
Spanish  sauce,  rice,  beans,  tortillas .... 

Specials  Daily  until  10:00  am  Coffee  & Tax  not  Included 

OPEN  TUES  • FRIDAY  • 7:00  a.m.  - 2:00  p.m. 

SAT  • SUN  8:00  a.m.  • 2:00  p.m. 

Reservations  626-5523  — 3122  16th  St. 
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10% OFF  with-ttoscoupor  J 


Notary  Public 

Translations 

Witts  - Jurats  - Affidavits 


Marfarita  Benitez 
864  Sket*ei  Street 
Sen  Francisco,  CA  96110 

282-7109 


We  regret  a paste -up  and  lay-out  error  (wrong  border  line) 
in  the  last  issue  which  Quentin  Kopp  mistakenly  attributed 
to  the  above  notary. In  reality  Mission  Community  Culture's 
editorial  remarks  re.  Kopp's  racism  are  based  on  facts  of 
his  chauvinism  for  English  Cnly  ballots  discriminating  a- 
gainst  multi -ethnic  and  people  of  color,  plus  his  negative 
position  on  the  Armory.  See  page  1. 


CASA  MACONDO  CLOSES 


- by  Don  Hones 


Estamos  reunldos 

por  la  paz  y la  cultura 

por  un  mejor  mafiana 

sin  tristezas  ni  amarguras 


(We  are  gathered  together 
for  peace  and  for  culture 
for  a better  tomorrow 
without  bitterness  or  sorrow) 


— Vicente  Alvarenga,  Salvadoran  poet 

El  Centro  Bolivariano  de  Cultura,  Casa  Macondo,  if 
looking  for  a new  home.  At  the  end  of  this  month  it  will 
close  its  door 8 at  3340  22nd  Street,  a site  it  has  occupiec 
for  over  a year.  According  to  Cristina  Gutierez,  one  of  the 
founders  of  Casa  Macondo,  the  summer  months  will  be  spent 
reorganizing  the  Macondo  collective.  The  center  is  expected 
to  reopen  in  October  at  a new  address,  possibly  in  the 
Haight  district. 

This  1 8 sad  news  for  those  of  us  who  live  in  the 
Mission.  Anyone  who  has  spent  an  evening  listening  to  live 
music,  participating  in  poetry  readings  or  political 
discussions,  or  just  relaxing  at  Casa  Macondo  will  realize 
the  cultural  loss  to  the  neighborhood  that  this  closing 
represents . 

The  June  schedule  of  events  gives  some  indication  of 
the  breadth  of  Macondo' s activities:  On  Tuesdays,  poetry 
nights,  one  could  hear  anything  from  poetry  against 
apartheid  to  voices  of  hope  for  El  Salvador.  Thursday 
evenings  are  devoted  to  discussion  of  different  political 
topics,  which  in  the  past  have  generally  centered  on  the 
struggles  of  oppressed  people  the  world  over,  from  South 
Africa  to  Northern  Ireland,  from  Palestine  to  Puerto  Rico. 
On  Saturday  nights,  Casa  Macondo  has  been  filled  with  the 
music  and  songs  of  the  "other"  America  that  stretches  south 
from  the  Rio  Grande  to  Tierra  del  Fuego  --  songs  of 
rebellion,  songs  of  love,  the  haunting  sounds  of  the  Andean 
pipes.  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  are  nights  for  more  poetry, 
music,  or  relaxing  with  friends. 

One  of  the  major  attractions  of  Casa  Macondo  is  its 
relaxed  atmosphere.  One  immediately  feels  at  home  upon 
entering  the  establishment.  The  old,  well-cushioned 
couches,  floor  lamps  and  coffee  tables  strewn  with  an 
occasional  paperback  novel  have  something  to  do  with  it. 
But  it  1 8 the  people  at  Macondo  who  have  a knack  for  making 
one  feel  welcome. 

Spanish  is  the  first  language  here,  but  there  are  no 
barriers  to  communicatin.  One  can  often  find  Cristina  or 
Pedro  Jimenez  behind  the  bar,  participating  in  two  different 
conversations  simultaneously,  one  in  Spanish  and  one  in 
English.  Pedro,  an  artist  from  Madrid,  is  responsible  for  a 
life-size  sculpture  of  a woman  with  hips  that  don't  stop 
which  stands  behind  the  stage  in  the  center  of  the  room. 
With  Cristina,  he  is  a founder  and  member  of  the  collective 
that  runs  Casa  Macondo. 

Since  its  founding  on  Columbus  Day,  1984,  in  the 
basement  ot  an  apartment  on  Bernal  Heights,  Casa  Macondo  has 
had  as  its  prupose  the  fostering  of  better  conmunication 
between  the  peoples  of  the  two  Americas.  Despite  the  fact 
that  she  has  observed  first-hand  the  often  negative  impact 
of  the  U.S.  business  community  and  government  in  her  native 
Colombia,  Cristina  sees  much  that  is  positive  int  eh  people 
of  this  country,  and  realizes  the  powerful  links  that  could 
be  formed  if  more  U.S.  citizens  were  able  to  learn  first- 
hand about  the  culture,  history  and  political  situation  of 
our  neighbors  to  the  south  and  elsewhere. 

She  is  very  optimistic  about  the  future  of  the 
collective.  If  a large  house  can  be  obtained  int  he  Haight 
district,  she  foresees  different  activities  happening 
simultaneously  in  adjacent  rooms,  creating  a cultural  center 
with  much  more  scope  than  at  present,  while  retaining  a 
sense  of  "family". 

Anyone  interested  in  working  with  the  Macondo  collec- 
tive is  urged  to  contact  Cristina  Gutierez  at  550-0460. 
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I gue 88  it' 8 hard  to  believe  that  I was  designated  "Boy 
of  the  Year"  when  I was  82  years  old.  But  it's  true,  and 
since  this  honor  was  bestowed  on  me  I have  given  over  more 
and  more  time  to  thoughts  of  my  boyhood  on  Russian  Hill, 
before  the  great  earthquake  and  fire.  When  it  struck  I was 
almos t eight  years  old,  and  it  made  me  sad  to  leave  our  home 
for  a tent  in  the  Presidio. 

Our  little  family  consisted  of  my  father  and  maternal 
grandmother,  my  uncle  Ralph,  and  Aunt  Sarita  (a  highly 
talented  singer  and  musician). 

We  lived  in  a duplex  up  at  the  very  top  of  Union 
Street.  This  2-faraily  dwelling  was  reached  by  a long  set  of 
wooden  steps  with  a railing  on  each  side  and  one  right  up 
the  middle,  serving  as  a divider  and  ending  exactly  between 
the  two  front  doors.  Our  address  was  1105  Union,  and  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Presidio  and  Ferries  Railroad's  car  barn, 
which  sat  on  the  south-east  corner  of  Union  and  Sharp 
Streets.  Next  door  to  us  was  a small  coal  yard  at  the 
corner  of  Leavenworth  Street.  Up  Leavenworth,  directly 
across  from  the  start  of  Macondray  Lane,  lived  the  Wittle 


girls,  Claudia  and  Emily. 

Surprisingly,  ten  years  later,  Claudia  Wittle 
recognized  me  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  and  invited  me  to  a 
party  at  their  new  location,  out  on  McAllister  Street  near 
Masonic  Avenue  which  I attended  and  enjoyed.  It  was  a 
surprise  to  meet  someone  from  the  rold  neighborhood  because 
the  disaster  of  1906  dislocated  people  and  families  in  such 
a way  as  to  make  a chance  meeting,  afterwards,  very  unusual. 
It  is  hard  to  imagine  the  massive  upheaval  of  neighborhoods, 
many  of  which  were  never  the  same  again. 

I was  a good  boy  when  I was  small  and  was  treated  very 
well  at  home.  So  I was  rather  confused  one  day  when  riding 
my  wagon  down  the  short  slope  of  the  1000  block  of  Green 
Street,  across  from  that  beautiful  Octagon  House.  A lady 
came  out  of  a house  and  said  in  a loud,  angry  voice  "Don't 
be  riding  around  here.  Take  your  noisy  wagon  back  to  your 
own  neighborhood!"  I never  forgot  that  Incident;  I had 
never  been  spoken  to  like  that  before! 

I have  good  memories  of  playing  on  the  cable  cars  in 
the  barn  next  door.  I would  pretend  to  be  the  conductor  or 
the  gripman  and  go  through  all  the  motions.  The  Presidio 
and  Ferries  Railroad  ran  somewhat  like  the  #41  line  does, 
except  that  it  met  a horsecar  at  Montgomery  Avenue  (now 
Columbus)  and  Jackson  Street,  which  passengers  rode  on  to 
the  Ferry  Building.  At  the  west  end  of  the  line,  the  car 
went  into  the  Presidio  and  wound  up  at  a little  station 
house.  There  used  to  be  a steam  train  that  met  the  cablecar 
at  Baker  Street  and  ran  north,  down  to  Harbor  View. 

We  had  a privy  out  back  of  the  house.  It  had  one  of 
those  old-fashioned  flush  toilets  with  the  long  pull-chain 
leading  up  to  the  water  tank  positioned  overhead.  One  day, 
when  I pulled  the  chain,  a large  cat  landed  right  on  top  of 
my  head  and  shoulders,  scaring  the  living  daylights  out  of 
me.  It  took  me  a long  time  to  get  over  that! 


CESAR'S 

LATIN  PALACE 


for  the  Best  in 
Live  Latin  Music 
& Disco  Dancing 


3140  MISSION  ST.  AT  ARMY.  S.F.  CA 

(415)648-6611 


Marc  S.  Janowitz 

Attorney 
Workers  Rights 
Tenants  Rights 
201 7 Mission  Street 
Suite  300 
San  Francisco 
California,  94110 
621-0438 


Bel/', 

Cap<?L  l 

a hair  studio 


483  14th  St.  at  Guerrero*  S.F. 


863-7680 
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There  were  several  small  stores  in  the  area.  My 
randmother  often  shopped  at  Mr.  Brickwedel's  grocery  ^ at 
yde  and  Union  Streets.  On  the  corner,  where  Sven sen  s Ice 
ream  store  is,  was  a saloon  and,  in  back  of  that  p ac 
acing  on  Ruseell  Street,  lived  my  grandfather  DeVecchi . 
icwn  Union  Street,  west  of  the  saloon,  was  Stark  s Delica 
essen.  They  had  the  best  potato  salad  in  the  world.  One 
lay  my  grandmother  sent  my  aunt  Sarita,  who  was  only  a few 
ears  older  than  myself,  and  me  down  to  Stark  s to  get  some 
>otato  salad.  When  we  got  home  my  grandmother  said,  Sarita. 
fhere  did  you  get  this  potato  salad?  Mr.  Stark  always  fill 
he  carton  to  way  above  the  top."  My  grandmother  was  a very 
rentle  lady;  I don't  think  she  punished  Sarita  very 

Often,  in  the  evening  around  7*30,  my  father  would  take 
ae  out  to  the  corner  to  listen  to  the  fog  horns  and  watch 
-he  big  rotating  light  on  Alcatraz.  He  was  a Teamster  and  a 
thorough  gentleman.  He  was  very  deeply  hurt  when  my  mother 
Left  him  (I  was  a baby  then)  and  he  never  remarried. 

On  the  evening  of  April  18,  1906  we  all  walked  over  to 
Broadway  and  Jones  Street  (about  where  the  Russian  colony 
Bat,  nearly  a hundred  years  before)  and  stood  watching  the 
sreat  fires  which  were  consuming  downtown  San  Francisco, 
rhe  next  day,  my  father  brought  a horse  and  small  wagon  and 
tfe  took  a few  belongings  to  what  we  thought  would  be  a 
temporary  refuge  in  a tent  in  Tennessee  Hollow  in  the 
Presidio.  Little  did  we  think  that  we  would  lose  our  home, 

furnishings,  clothing  and  all! 

So,  we  and  our  neighbors  were  wiped  out.  After  a short 
stay  in  the  Presidio,  we  were  assigned  to  one  of  the  refugee 
shacks  which  were  appearing  everywhere.  Ours  was  at  Lombard 
and  Laguna  Streets,  on  the  northeast  corner.  I forgot  all 
about  Russian  Hill  and  learned  to  enjoy  living  in  Cow 
Hollow.  I liked  to  wander  down  around  Gas  House  Cove  (where 
the  Marina  Safeway  is)  to  collect  bits  of  scrap  iron  or 
bottles  which  could  be  exchanged  for  pennies  from  the  Rags, 
Bottles,  Sacks"  man  which,  in  turn,  would  buy  candy. 

Changes  came  in  1912  when  land  fills  were  started  for 
the  great  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  of  1915. 
Over  in  the  Harbor  View  area,  Stone's  Boatyard  and  the 
Fulton  Iron  Works  had  to  be  leveled,  as  did  the  hot  salt- 
water bath  house  and  the  ball  park  bleachers  which  sat 
across  Baker  Street  from  that  big,  dirty  fresh-water  pond. 
The  bleachers  had  fallen  into  disuse  after  the  Fire,  so  were 
not  missed;  the  large  pond  was  cleaned  and  became  the 
beautiful  lagoon  we  now  enjoy  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts! 

About  1953,  the  late  Judge  Ray  Arata  and  Pat  Kane,  the 
blacksmith  whose  shop  was  on  Lombard,  between  Octavia  and 
Laguna  Streets,  got  together  and  founded  the  Cow  Hollow  Boys 
Club.  I joined  it  in  1965.  15  years  later,  when  I was 

moving  heaven  and  earth  to  get  the  Yerba  Buena  School's 
commemorative  plaque  out  of  storage  and  on  display  in  the 


We  will  help  you 
assert  your  legal 
right  to  live  in 
decent  and  safe 
housing. 


West'Bay  Law  Collective 

2017  Mission  Street.  Suite  300 
San  Francisco.  California  94110 
Telephone:  (415)  621-0438 


Marina  Library,  my  friends  in  the  Cow  Hollow  Boys  Club  gave 
me  much-needed  support.  The  plaque  tells  of  an  important 
part  of  Cow  Hollow  history  and  the  story  of  its  unveiling 
has  already  been  told. 

But,  what  I didn't  write  was  that  two  months  later,  in 
January  of  1981,  at  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Cow  Hollow 
Boys  Club,  I was  honored  by  being  named  "Cow  Hollow  Boy  of 
the  Year"!  275  people  attended  the  dinner  at  the  Italian- 
American  Athletic  Club  on  the  corner  of  Filbert  and  Stockton 
Streets.  I was  sitting  with  Jim  Kelly,  staff  writer  for  the 
San  Francisco  Progress,  near  the  head  table. 

I had  only  just  finished  my  salad  when  club  director 
Phil  Moscone,  who  is  now  a judge,  called  me  to  the  podium. 
He  then  presented  me  with  the  Certificate  of  Honor  and 
handed  me  the  microphone.  I was  so  nervous  that  I started 
to  say  my  thanks  for  this  honor  into  the  wrong  end  of  the 
instrument  and  had  to  be  corrected.  All  this  made  me  more 
nervous,  but  somehow  I made  it  through  the  ordeal.  I call 
it  an  ordeal  because  public  speaking  is  something  I don't  do 
very  well;  so  I was  surprised  by  the  standing  ovation  given 
me  at  the  end. 

Anyway;  That's  how  I became  "Boy  Of  The  Year"  at  the 
tender  age  of  82! 
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- OPEN  SUNDAY  - 


Some  people  think  you  can 
catch  AIDS  from  a glass. 


Or  from  a bus  seat.  Or  a hot  tub. 
Or  a water  fountain.  It's  not  surprising 
that  there  are  so  many  misconceptions 
about  AIDS.  Because  a lot  of  what  you 
hear  or  read  about  this  deadly  new 
disease  has  been  distorted  by  the  fear 
that  surrounds  it.  And  that  fear  is  hiding 
facts  everyone  should  know. 

The  fact  is,  we  know  what  causes 
AIDS.  A virus.  This  virus  can  attack 
men  and  women,  and  people  of  all  ages 
and  all  colors. 


The  fact  is,  we  know  the  four  ways 
AIDS  can  spread.  Through  sexual  inter- 
course with  a person  infected  with  the 
AIDS  virus.  By  sharing  IV  drug  needles 
with  an  infected  person.  By  injecting  of 
contaminated  blood  products.  And  by 
an  AIDS-infected  pregnant  woman 
passing  the  disease  to  her  baby. 

The  fact  is,  AIDS  is  never  spread 
by  sharing  typewriters,  telephones, 
pencils,  clothing,  bathroom  facilities, 
coffee  pots,  eating  utensils  or  breathing 
the  same  air. 


The  fact  is,  people  with  AIDS  need 
the  same  kind  of  concern  and  respect 
that  anyone  suffering  from  a serious 
disease  deserves.  And  you  can  show 
that  concern  and  respect  without  any 
fear  for  yourself. 

There  is  no  known  cure  for  AIDS. 
But  there  is  a cure  for  fear.  Learn  the 
facts.  Please  call  the  toll-free  AIDS 
hotline  for  answers  to  questions  or  an 
informative  brochure.  Once  you  know 
the  facts,  you  can  help  stop  the  fear. 


Fight  the  fear  with  the  facts. 

415-863-AIDS 

In  San  Francisco 


A public  education  campaign  presented  by  the  Northern  California  AIDS  Agencies,  partially  funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Public  Health  and  the  California  Department  of  Health  Services.  A project  of  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation  . 


COMPLAINT  DEPT 


THE  CAPTAIN 


- by  Bill  E.  Badd 


Captain  Lennon  of  Mission  Police  Bastion  answered  my 
question  during  an  NMA  meeting  on  May  20th  of  this  year.  My 
question  was,  "Are  you  going  to  allow  your  rangers  to  come 
right  in  my  hotel  room  as  they  did  while  my  door  was  open  on 
the  night  of  December  12,  1984  (and  you  can  look  that  one  up 
in  the  OCC  complaint  dept,  filed  right  after  the  intrusion) 
without  asking  permission?  They  put  their  hands  on  my 
legally  owned  double  barrel  .410  shotgun  (break  open  side- 
by-side),  popped  open  my  pipe  tobacco  can,  uncorked  a bottle 
of  incense  oil,  and  then  went  across  the  hallway  to  Mr. 
Bruce  D's  room  with  a pass  key  from  the  manager  while  Bruce 
was  sleeping  for  the  next  day  at  welding  school  at  John 
O'Conners  Trade  School. 

Captain  Lennon  replied,  "We  only  do  that  if  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a crime  being  committed." 
So  then  is  it  a crime  to  have  my  door  open,  just  getting  off 
work  and  simply  sitting  on  my  own  bed  decompressing  from  a 
dangerous  job  of  training  area  guard  Doberman  Pincers? 

Is  it  a crime  to  sleep  in  one's  bed  preparing  for 
another  day  of  welding  school?  They  pulled  the  same  crap  on 
Margaret,  an  old  waddling  bag  lady.  Her  door  was  locked 
also.  I overheard  one  of  the  rangers  saying,  "We  oughta 
shake  down  every  room  in  the  building  for  syringes  and 
dope."  For  Christ  sake  man...  a dog  trainer,  a welding 
school  student  and  an  old  bag  lady?  It  was  just  an  unlawful 
drug  raid  on  people  like  myself  who  had  to  sit  back  and  see 
their  civil  rights  washed  down  the  drain. 

My  arms  were  examined  for  tracks  while  I was 
interrogated  about  heroin  sales.  I've  never  even  seen 
heroin  except  for  what's  shown  on  TV,  but  one  of  the  raiding 
parties  said  they  had  reason  to  believe  that  I was  dealing. 

I went  to  the  Office  of  Civilian  Complaints  but  all  I got 
was  a blank  complaint  form  which  I filled  cut  and  that  was 


the  last  of  that. 

My  other  gripe  is  about  the  vulgar  and  vile  language 
used  right  here  in  my  hotel  room.  If  I'd  been  allowed  more 
floor  time  at  the  meeting  I could  ahve  run  down  all  this 
plus  more  to  Captain  Lennon,  but  I didn't  have  time  and  also 
I didn't  think  it  would  do  any  good  anyway.  At  least  in 
this  month' 8 complaint  department  I can  share  with  you  how 
things  can  get  out  of  hand  and  I'll  keep  on  doing  so  until 
my  editor  tells  me  to  shut  up  or  the  building  I live  in 
falls  off  into  the  sea  with  me  in  it. 

THE  DIFFERENCE 

Get  this  one  straight  all  you  curs  out  there  reading 
all  this  shit  that  I expose  in  this  newspaper!  I'm  doing 
your  dirty  work.  The  shit  that  you're  differential  in  life 
differs  in  the  matter  of  explaining  from  personal  experience 
because  I'm  different. 

I've  been  in  trouble  a lot.  Matters  confidential.  My 
column  will  tell  you  when  you  get  to  know  me  and  the  North 
Mission  News  as  you  wonder  and  ponder  through  our  exposes  on 
the  heat  of  the  meat.  The  angle  of  the  dangle  and  protrac- 
tion and  subtraction  of  the  mass  of  the  ass.  The  good  thing 
is  that  there  is  such  thing  as  a vanguard  and  I'm  proud  to 
be  of  service  to  all  you  out  there  in  wherever  you  might  be 
at  the  time  of  this  reading. 

Well  folks,  before  I go  off  and  put  my  things  away, 
here' 8 a real  true-to-life  complaint.  A couple  of  days  ago, 
I 8 aw  a street  sweeping  machine  push  a car  a few  feet  and 
the  alarm  went  off  and  the  owner,  upon  responding  to  the 
noise,  fell  down  the  last  three  or  so  stairs  of  his  pad. 

Another  one  before  I go  home.  Some  lady  here  in  Patel 
land  asked  my  landlord  if  he  could  install  another  washer 
where  the  cold  water  spigot  is  leaking  and  he  said  "That's 
your  problem,  not  mine." 


maelstrom 


• 572  Valencia 
863-9933 


NORTH  MISSION’S 

FIRST  GENERAL  BOOKSTORE 


; Greg  Carlisle:  Paintings 
Drawings,  Assemblages 
July  21st  through 
August . 


Private 
libraries 
always  wanted 
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ATENCION 

COME  RIDE  WITH 

TAQUERIA 

NOW  OPEN 

3071  - 16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 

OPEN  DAILY 
10  AM  to  12  PM 

864-8840 


Two  Locations  To  Serve  You 


* mleh^ 

* open* 

11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 

Seven  Days  A Week 
PHONE  431-3351 


• on  the  sunny  side  of  Market  Street  fast  and  free  to  most  neighborhoods 


i 


